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Introduction  
About the author 
Hey! Thank you so much for downloading the “South Island Road Trip Guide”. 

Before we get into discovering the best spots for your adventure, allow me to 

quickly introduce myself!  

My name is Lee-Ann and I am the blogger behind Be Free With Lee where I 

share detailed and easy to read destination and adventure activity guides for the 

South Island of New Zealand.  
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Travelling my home country, New Zealand, has been a huge passion of mine ever 

since I moved to Nelson city at the top of the South Island after I finished 

university. It was here I discovered my love for the outdoors being only minutes 

away from the beautiful beaches and mountains. Living in Nelson also sparked 

my inspiration to further explore my backyard and convert a van into a mobile 

home.  

I travelled the length of Zealand for 4 months and have seen numerous beautiful 

destinations. Now I am a weekend warrior! And I love to help others see the 

lesser-known places around the country. But, growing up in Timaru I have been 

spoilt by being so close to the mountains. This has led me to be extremely bias 

towards the South Island (the best Island!)  

My aim is to help everyday travellers who like the outdoors find authentic South 

Island experiences. I hate reading fluff and spending hours online researching 

where to go in a certain place. So I create detailed and easy to read destination 

and adventure activity guides to save you time! And this book is designed to help 

you see the best the South Island has to offer from a locals perspective.  

About the eBook 
This is an epic South Island road trip guide designed to help you decide on your 

perfect South Island itinerary. It covers all of the regions in the Island including 

Nelson/Tasman, Marlborough, West Coast, Canterbury, Otago and Southland.  

Under each region you will find top destinations to visit, activities to try, hidden 

spots, accommodation recommendations and advice on how to spend the 

“perfect” day. At the back of the book there are pre-made itineraries. They are 7, 

10 and 14 days and are a combination of recommendations in the book that you 

can use on their own or, pick and choose to help with your planning.  

Throughout the book I have included links to relevant websites. If you have 

internet you will be able to go to these websites. However, if not, I have also 

included the name of the service provider and where relevant, the exact location. 
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This is for you to put into your GPS and find them. If you are struggling to learn 

more about a certain service provider/location mentioned please visit the closest 

Information Centre to you. They are really helpful in providing you with the tools, 

tips and resources you need!  

The accommodation recommendations are not the only ones in the area. I have 

included them to get you started. But, my favourite way of finding places to stay 

is Bachcare, Bookabach, Holiday Houses, or Airbnb. Use these in conjunction 

with the recommendations and find the best accommodation for you!   

Instructions before you get stuck in  

There are a couple of apps I highly suggest downloading to use in conjunction 

with this road trip guide. One of them is CamperMate. This application is a 

lifesaver when it comes to finding camping grounds, toilets, water, dump 

stations, showers, supermarkets, gas stations and anything you could possibly 

need on your road trip. It is very simple and easy to use. Download it from the 

app store on iPhone or Android.  

If you have a dog, then I highly recommend downloading Paw Planet. It shows 

you where dog friendly walks are as well as parks, cafes and more! Throughout 

the book if a place is dog friendly, I have put (dog friendly) in brackets. If you 

don’t see it, it is likely not to be dog friendly, or I couldn’t find out. Use the app, it 

knows more than me!  

Also, I suggest having your own journal, notebook or document when reading 

this book. There is a lot of information in the book and having a working 

document will help you plan the best road trip!  

Maybe you don’t want to read the entire thing. That’s cool I won’t be offended! 

Use the clickable table of contents to take you to the section you need.  

Lastly, I have marked all of the main destinations on a map that can be accessed 

on my website. Just go to Befreewithlee/ebook-map. Okay, now it’s time to get 

stuck in!  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Nelson/Tasman  
Located at the top of the South Island is a place full of summer vibes all year 

round! The beaches up this way are some of the best in the country, as well as 

the walks and mountain biking options. Nelson city is a region in itself but for 

this resource, I have combined the two due to their close proximity. Activities you 

can do 30 minutes out of Nelson city are classed as being in the Tasman region 

and for the purposes of travel, it is easier to combine them both! 
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 Suggested time: 

3 DAYS/ 2 NIGHTS MINIMUM 

Top Destinations  
Nelson City 
A vibrant city at the top of the south has many beautiful attractions to explore. 

Discover some delicious wine, craft beer, eateries, the art culture and beaches! 

It’s not hard to figure out what to do in Nelson. Just pop into the city centre and 

take a stroll around, this in itself is a lot of fun! But below are a few more things 

you might like to try.  
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Founders Heritage Park – There’s no better way to get to know a place than 

learning about its history. Founders Heritage Park is a museum- but not just your 

typical one. It is a character village filled with historical shops, beautiful gardens, 

a giant plane and a railway where you can grab a train ride!  They often have 

events held here and one of the best is the annual cider festival. Be sure to check 

out eventfinda before you head to Nelson to see what’s on. Location: 87 Atawhai 

Drive.  

The Indian Café – Home to the best Indian I have tried in New Zealand! 

Seriously, it is that good. Their Naan breads are out of this world. It is based in an 

old villa in Nelson city which makes it a unique place to enjoy a meal. They have 

restaurants in the suburbs of Nelson, Richmond and Stoke. You won’t be 

disappointed! Located: 94 Collingwood Street, Nelson.  

The Free House – A craft beer pub in the heart of Nelson city, which is literally 

across the road from The Indian Café. The pub is a small converted church and 

has a cosy, homely, vibe. There are board games to choose from, crochet 

blankets to snuggle up with and a record shop in the courtyard. They have 13 

beers on tap that are ever changing from around New Zealand as well as other 

beverage options. You can bring your own food to the Free House which is a 

great feature! However,  they do have a little caravan that serves up delicious 

chips. A great tip is to order Indian from across the road and eat it at the Free 

House. It really is a unique local experience.  

East Street Café and Bar- Keeping with the theme of amazing eateries, this is 

an earthy bohemian vegetarian bar. There are plants decorated around the place 

and the glass tables have funky art underneath them, the mandalas are 

particularly cool. The meals are large, delicious and they have a range of options. 

Even if you are purely a meat eater, I am sure you will find something to enjoy. 

They have a range of craft beer and cider on tap, and also host monthly art 

exhibitions and weekly live music events. It is quite a popular place, so booking is 

recommended! Located: 8 Church Street, Nelson.  
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Walk up the church steps- From the bottom of Trafalgar Square you will see 

the large steps that head up to the Cathedral. It is a nice place to look back on 

Nelson city and take a stroll around the gardens. It is also quite a popular lunch 

spot with locals and a good place to enjoy a coffee.  

Tahunanui Beach- A long beach in the beautiful coastal suburb of Tahunanui. It 

is a local favourite, perfect for swimming and paddleboarding. They even have 

rentals available in the summer. Dog walking is allowed at the “back beach” 

which is furthest away from the main area. The beach is a vibrant place often 

with Mr. Whippy located in the car park for a tasty summertime treat. There is 

also a hydroslide, mini golf and bumper boats at the fun park further along from 

the main car park.  

Centre of New Zealand – A short 30 minute walk up a small hill covered in forest 

takes you to the centre of New Zealand lookout. It is a neat place to get your 

bearings of where you are with great views over the Tasman Bay, out to 

Kaiteriteri and the surrounding mountains. It is a popular spot so expect to share 

it with others. Access the hike on Hardy Street East (either park or walk from 

town) and cross the rugby grounds where the first ever rugby game was held!  

Grampians walkway – (dog friendly) Another awesome walking option in 

Nelson city. This one is a bit longer than the Centre of NZ sitting at 1.5 hours 

(return). But there is also a beautiful lookout. This view is a bit more far reaching 

because you are higher up. The best way to get there is by parking on and 

walking up upper Collingwood Street. Walk past the houses until you see the 

sign for the walk. Follow the well-formed track until you reach the last cattle 

crossing below the transmission tower. Then turn right, and walk down to the 

lookout.  

Nelson Market – One of the best Nelson attractions is an epic market held on 

Saturdays in Montgomery Square in the town centre. There is local produce to 

enjoy, arts and crafts, clothing and delicious food options, everything you would 

expect to see at the markets. Open from 8 am – 1 pm. If you only choose one 

thing to do in Nelson city this would be it!  
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Natureland Wildlife Trust – Not far from Tahunanui beach and the fun park is 

Nature Land Wildlife Trust- a gorgeous little zoo and a wildlife conservation 

centre. It is a lovely place to take kids but is still fun for adults too! It is kind of one 

of those places that when you have been there once, once is enough. But it is still 

a recommended visit to see monkeys, tuatara, kea and a range of domestic 

animals. Located down Tahunanui Drive.  

Visit the wineries- Nelson is an up and coming wine region (quite obviously 

shadowed by its sister region Marlborough), however, there are some delicious 

boutique wineries to visit. Many of the vineyards have beautiful cellar doors. You 

can bike, bus or drive yourself to see them. A highly recommended way to visit 

the wineries is via the Great Taste biking trail that runs through scenic and food/

drink highlights of the Nelson/Tasman region. If you are stuck on which wineries 

to visit, give Neudorf and Kahurangi Estate a try for their beautiful country 

setting and delicious drops. 

The Coppermine trail- Calling all mountain biking  lovers! Follow the path of 

New Zealand’s first railway route with epic views of the surrounding region. It is 

an alpine route but easily accessible because it follows the railway route. It starts 

in Nelson town centre and passes by Codger’s Mountain Bike Park. For 

intermediate to advanced riders.  

Hidden Spots  

Whispering Falls- (dog friendly) is a gentle walk to some of the most beautiful 

natural waterfalls in Nelson located just out of the city. The waterfalls are the 

main attraction and they look amazing just after the rain. You will find yourself 

surrounded by the beautiful Hackett river and following the Dun Mountain 

Mineral Trail. The walk is a 2-hour return trip. Located a 25-minute drive out of the 

suburb Richmond, in a place called Hackett valley.  Follow the Aniseed Valley 

Road all the way up until you see the sign for Hackett Valley. Enjoy!  
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Rabbit Island – A long 13km scenic sandy beach just out of the suburb 

Richmond. It is another relaxing place to have a picnic and a swim and a popular 

BBQ spot for locals.  But also a great place for a biking adventure! The Great 

Taste trail runs through this area and there is a ferry that connects the island to 

Mapua where the cycle journey continues.  

Cable Bay – A beautiful turquoise blue bay only 20 minutes from Nelson. Perfect 

for taking a picnic and relaxing by the stony water’s edge. There is surprisingly a 

lot to do in the area and it is most well-known for snorkelling and diving. The 

most popular activity in the area is probably the walk to The Glen near Nelson. It 

is a 3 hour 30 minute one way walk with beautiful views of the coast and 

surrounding mountains. It is best done as a one way walk so a shuttle is required, 

or two cars. Nearby is an Adventure Park with an epic flying fox called a Skywire, 

quad bike tours, mountain biking, paintball and archery to enjoy.  
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Maitai Swimming holes – Located just a few minutes out of the city centre are 

fresh water swimming holes to enjoy! Swimming so close to the city is a real 

treat if the conditions are fine. There are two popular holes to choose from, Black 

Hole and Waahi Taakaro Reserve. The latter is the easiest to access with a car 

park nearby. The Maitai walkway runs along the river and is a perfect place for 

biking, walking and running. Dabble in a bit of exercise and then freshen up with 

a swim, you won’t regret it! But please check the Land Air Water Aotearoa 

website before you go for a swim to check if it is safe!   

Mapua – A cute little town with a Kiwi holiday like feel only 30 minutes from 

Nelson city. Head to the wharf to admire the coast and boutique shops as well as 

the delicious restaurants and cafes. My favourite activity is grabbing some fish 

and chips and sitting on the jetty or nearby picnic bench and, finishing off with a 

fresh beer from the Golden Bear brewery!  

Moutere – The most scenic undulating countryside in the region. Home to 

artisan producers of food and crafts, galleries and a local favourite, the oldest pub 

in New Zealand- The Moutere Inn. A stop here is an absolute must for local beers, 

wine and cider and delicious food! Plus great country views.  

BEST NEARBY WALK: Mt Arthur Summit is an epic day walk in the Kahurangi 

National Park. Well known for its beautiful panoramic photo opportunity looking 

down over Tasman bay.  The hike is 9.2 km one way taking between 6-8 hours 

return, walking between a mix of beech forest, limestone rock and alpine tree 

groves. Access the hike from Flora car park- which is 36 km from Motueka. Be 

careful as the weather here is known to be quite changeable and often you 

cannot reach the summit because of the wind.  

Abel Tasman National Park & Nearby Towns 
Kaiteriteri – A beautiful coastal village surrounded by golden sandy beaches. 

The place is very busy in summer as it is a gateway to the Abel Tasman National 

Park via water taxi. However, the area itself is perfect for relaxing and soaking up 

the ocean vibes. The two beaches (Kaiteriteri and Little Kaiteriteri) are perfect for 
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swimming and paddleboarding! While you are there grab a real fruit ice cream 

from the dairy and an epic burger from Gone Burger!  

Marahau- The closest village to the Abel Tasman National Park (just a 10-minute 

walk from the park entrance) is well worth a visit for the remote atmosphere. 

This is the best place to grab a water taxi or kayak into the Abel Tasman National 

Park as well as enter the park by foot. Other attractions include horse riding, 

canyoning and the infamous Fat Tui burgers- giant delicious gourmet burgers. 

There are also some awesome accommodation options to choose from. The 

most backpacker friendly vibe is The Barn (they have cabins and camping). 

Marahau also has luxury accommodation options to enjoy, such as Ocean View 

Chalets or the Abel Tasman Lodge.  

What to do in the Abel Tasman National Park:  
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Hiking the Coast Track- A beautiful scenic walk in Beech Forest next to golden 

sandy beaches and turquoise water. The hike takes between 3-5 days to 

complete and can be walked in sections for a day trip. The most popular walk 

from Marahau is 5-6 hours return to Anchorage Bay, the first major bay. But the 

best way to see it if you only have a day is to catch a water taxi. Hiking between 

Anchorage-Bark Bay for the most stunning views is a great option. Book your 

taxi with Aqua Taxi, pre-booking is a must to make sure you get a seat.  

For overnight hiking options:  

There are a variety of options to choose from for an overnight hike. I suggest 

catching a water taxi to Awaroa Bay where you witness the beautiful tidal inlet, 

stop for a drink or pizza at Awaroa Lodge and walk south to the secluded Bark 

Bay to camp or stay at a hut. The next day consists of hiking all the way to 

Marahau (6-7 hours, 24km). The section between Bark Bay and Anchorage covers 

some of the most scenic sections of the park and includes a swing bridge 

crossing!  

If you want to complete the entire park it takes 3-5 days to and is 60km in length. 

The most popular way to hike the park is catch a water taxi to Totaranaui and 

walk south to Marahau. But hiking all the way from Wainui is a great option as 

the Northern section is home to some of the most beautiful and secluded bays 

as well as an epic cliff jumping swimming spot at Separation Point.  

Park your car in Motueka and catch Abel Tasman Coachlines all the way to 

Wainui. Camp at Mutton cove your first night then go south staying at 

campsites/huts of your choice. Depending on the tidal inlet you might need to 

do this in reverse! At the end of the hike catch Abel Tasman Coachlines from 

Marahau back to Motueka.  

Kayaking – An absolutely awesome way to see the National Park. Get up and 

close to the beautiful coastline, pop through caves if the tide is right and of 

course visit the resident seal colony at Tonga Island! There are guided and 

unguided options to choose from that all include a briefing. The cost is between 
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$70- $250 depending on which option you take. Marahau Sea Kayaks are 

recommended for fun, vibrant informative guides.  

Canyoning – Abel Tasman Canyons run epic canyoning experiences in the Abel 

Tasman. The most popular experience is in the Torrent River. Float down 

waterfalls, jump rocks, abseil, dive into pools, climb stuff and a do a whole lot of 

swimming! The trip departs from Marahau and includes a scenic boat ride to 

Anchorage Bay where you take a short walk to the beginning of the canyoning 

trip. The cost is $289 pp.  

Sky Diving – One of the most scenic places to do a skydive in NZ! Look down on 

the beautiful Abel Tasman, surrounding mountains, turquoise ocean and on a 

good day even the North Island! Located in Motueka. Sky Dive Abel Tasman have 

the option to jump from 9,000 ft ($289), 13,000 ft ($339) and 16,500 ft ($429).  

Horse Riding – Abel Tasman Horse Trekking offers a unique way to see the verge 

of the Abel Tasman Park in Marahau. The best ride is the 2-hour ride out to the 

beach for $115! They also have riding lessons and an Equine Centre.  Please be 

aware there is an 85kg rider weight limit. 

Nelson Lakes National Park  
A walking, hiking and sight-seeing hub located 1 hour drive from Nelson. There 

are an array of sights and places to see in the park including soaking up clear 

lakes, craggy mountains and beautiful beech forest.  Do be warned- they are also 

a sandfly haven, so repellent is 100% necessary! Outlined below are a few spots 

worth checking out.  

Lake Rotoiti - The main lake in the Nelson Lakes, closest to St Arnaud village is 

worth stopping by for a few reasons. Firstly to take an iconic photo off the jetty, 

spot the eels or embark on a short and/or epic walk! But some of the popular 

activities in the area are boating, kayaking and fishing. There are also several 

walking options to choose from. Park in the main car park at Kerr Bay and read 
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the signs to decide which walk to do. The most popular scenic short walk is the 

Peninsular Nature Walk over to West Bay.  

Lake Rotoroa- Another beautiful lake 40 minutes’ drive from St Arnaud. The lake 

is similar to Rotoiti with the walking options, however, there are a few more 

waterfalls and lakeside picnic spots to enjoy!   

Blue Pools – Fancy visiting the worlds clearest lake? You will find it here! This 

spring-fed lake is accessible by hiking only. Located in the deep backcountry 

taking a minimum of 2 days to access. You can access the lake by taking the 

Travers- Sabine Circuit or by catching a water taxi as advised by the Department 

of Conservation-  

“From Lake Rotoroa Jetty to Sabine Hut. Walk from the Sabine Hut to the West 

Sabine Hut (5hrs) and from here to the Blue Lake Hut (3.5hrs). Return the same 

way.”  
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Lake Angelus- Perhaps the most well-known hiking spot in the region. It is a 

beautiful alpine destination and popular in summer and winter. In the winter, it 

presents itself as a ski touring paradise. The hikes to the hut are advanced 

tramping tracks. There are four options but the most popular is the Robert Ridge 

Route, via the Pinchgut Track. The Robert Ridge Route takes 6 hours, is 12.2 km 

and begins at Mt Robert Car Park. Just be aware that Robert Ridge is quite open, 

exposed and it is known to be very windy!  

Rainbow Ski Field- A family friendly ski field for all ability levels at the start of 

the Southern Alps. Rainbow Ski Field is located along State Highway 63, 40 

minutes drive from St Arnaud. In the summer it is a hiking and mountain biking 

haven.  

Golden Bay  
Pupu Springs – A tourist hot spot, but worth it I promise! Home to some of the 

clearest water in the world you are in for a truly unique experience! There is a 

short 30-minute loop walk that takes you to a viewing platform overlooking the 

springs. Access the springs from Takaka (the first town of significance in Golden 

Bay). Head north about 5 minutes until you see the sign for Pupu Valley Road, 

then follow the signs to the car park! Fun fact: Apparently, the amount of water 

that comes out of the springs per second is enough to full 40 bathtubs! 

Dancing Sands Gin Distillery – Pop in for a drop of some of the best gin in the 

country! No lie- they have award-winning gins, and you can do a free tasting! 

Located down a wee lane off the main street in Takaka behind Wholemeal Cafe. 

46a Commercial Street. Open Monday- Friday 10 am – 4 pm.  

Tata Beach – A beautiful golden sandy beach 15-20 minutes from Takaka, down 

the scenic Abel Tasman Drive. The attractions around the area are pretty sweet. 

Grab a kayak from Golden Bay kayaks and paddle out to Ngawhiti and Motu 

islands just off the shore to the right of the beach. Or, just relax on the beach!  
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Labyrinth Rocks – A really bizarre place to go exploring. Basically, it is a natural 

rock maze with long stretching passageways, caves, mossy trees and freaky little 

toys. Located down Abel Tasman Drive about 5 minutes from Takaka.  

Ngarua Caves – An awesome cave tour at the top of Takaka Hill. The cave is deep 

filled with stalactites and stalagmites. Learn a thing or two from the 

knowledgeable guides and even see a Moa bone! During summer they are open 

hourly from 10 am-4 pm. Bookings are essential in the winter months (June-

Sept). The price is very reasonable at $25, $10 for children (5-15) and under 5s are 

free.  

Farewell Spit- The South Island’s northernmost point 50km from Takaka. It is a 

narrow sand spit that stretches about 35km out to sea and is home to an 

internationally-renowned bird sanctuary. Public access is restricted to the first 

4km so if you want to experience the spit in its glory you will need to take a 4WD 

safari. Grab a tour from the nearby town of Collingwood.  
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Anatoki Salmon – Catch your own salmon at this beautiful salmon farm. They 

provide all of the equipment and once you have caught your salmon, they smoke 

it for you at the café. Or you can take it away. Located 7km from Takaka 

township, open 7 days a week between 9 am and 4 pm.  

Wainui Falls – The largest falls in Golden Bay via a beautiful walk through a 

native forest of nikau palms, rata trees and ferns. The track starts at Wainui Bay 

carpark, 20 km north-east from Takaka. It takes 1 hour 20 minutes to return and 

is 3.4 km.  

Rameka Track- Located at the top of Takaka hill is an awesome downhill single 

track mountain bike ride overlooking Golden Bay and the Kahurangi National 

Park. It starts at the top of Takaka Hill and travels down to the Rameka Gorge just 

a short ride from Takaka. It is ideal to take two cars for this trip or arrange a 

shuttle. Otherwise, enjoy a workout back up Takaka Hill… Grade 3+ 

Hidden Spots 

Riwaka Resurgence – A nice spot for a picnic and to enjoy fresh, cold, and clear 

water! Water running through the Takaka caves exits the land at the Riwaka 

Resurgence. It is a beautiful place which is well worth the visit. The resurgence is 

an opening of water that looks as though it has come from nowhere but in fact 

comes from underground. The water is clear, tranquil and freezing! Access to the 

waterbody is a 5-minute walk from the Riwaka Resurgence car park at the base 

of the Takaka Hill about a 20 minute  drive from Motueka. 

The Langford Store- On your way to Farewell spit is a gorgeous historical 

building that serves delicious tea and scones (as well as coffee and other sweet 

treats)! It is 15 minutes inland from Collingwood on the way to the Heaphy track. 

The store is full of local art work and a gallery of nostalgic items. The teapots are 

old fashioned and come with a little tea cosy. It is a unique place to stop and 

unlike anything else you will find in the area!  
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Wharariki Beach – Located on the west of Cape Farewell is a picture perfect 

windswept beach. The place is known for its massive sand dunes, caverns, seals 

playing in the water and beautiful sunsets. It really is a little slice of paradise 

worth visiting!  The beach is located about a 35 minute drive from Collingwood, 

not too far from Farewell Spit. The walk to the beach is through farmland and 

takes around 20 minutes. Remember to bring a windproof jacket as it is 

notoriously windy here!  

Accommodation Recommendations  
This beautiful part of the South Island is home to an array of unique and scenic 

accommodation options.. Outlined below are few of the best camping options 

and unique stays you might like to try.  

Camping  
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Totaranui- A beautiful campsite that you can drive to in the Abel Tasman 

National Park. There is so much space at the camping ground which caters for 

850 people! It is a pretty popular spot over summer with locals. There is a dump 

station, cold water, drinking water and toilets. Access the campground by 

heading over the Takaka Hill down Totaranui Drive (unsealed). About 2.5 hours 

from Nelson. Cost: $15 per adult $7.50 per child (5-17 years), free for infants (0-4). 

Bookings are required!  

Wharariki Beach Holiday Park- Explore the beautiful Wharariki beach and 

come back to the holiday park to enjoy a night stay! They have a range of 

accommodation options to suit your needs including tenting, caravan spots, 

cabins (4 ppl) and a lodge for backpackers. Location: Wharariki Road, 

Collingwood.  

Mapua Leisure Park- A unique place to stay close by to the wharf situated on 25 

acres of native and exotic woodland. There is a “clothes optional” section of the 

park if you are that way inclined! Clean accommodation offering motels, beach 

house, cabins, tenting, campervan sites at reasonable prices.  

Kerr Bay Campsite- 500 m from the St Arnaud village shop is a beautiful 

campsite next to Lake Rotoiti. Enjoy camping in dense beautiful beech forest but 

beware of the numerous sandflies! There are different blocks to choose from 

depending on how you are travelling. Most of them suit campervans and there is 

one block that is best for tents. The ablution block has hot showers (token 

operated) and there is a day shelter that has basic kitchen and cooking facilities 

(you will need your own pots and pans etc). Bookings are required mid-

December to 30 April on the DOC website. Cost: $20 per adult $10 child (5-17 

years), infant (0-4) free.  

Other accommodation options 

Kanuka Eco-Friendly Cottage- (from $96) – A gorgeous cottage located in the 

bush with beautiful surroundings. The cottage has an outdoor bath, composting 

toilet, kitchen, cozy wood burner, mezzanine loft and all of the essentials you 
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need. It is a unique place to stay to get off the grid and sleeps up to 4 people. It is 

only a short 10 minute walk to the Mussel Inn Bush Café- a rustic café and bar 

with delicious food that hosts regular music events. Book this on Airbnb.  

Kimi Ora Retreat – A well-known beautiful retreat in Kaiteriteri. It is tucked away 

amongst the bush with panoramic views over Kaiteriteri beach which is only a 

short 10 minute walk away. Kimi Ora offer a range of chalets to choose from and 

are also a spa and wellness centre. A perfect place to unwind!  

The Boot- A romantic bed and breakfast cottage in the shape of a boot! It is a 

fairytale like accommodation option located next to the Jester House Café in 

Tasman just north of Mapua. The facilities to note include a kitchenette, mini bar, 

tiled bathroom, shower and beautiful garden to enjoy.  Also, Breakfast of your 

choice is delivered to your door any time before midday. How good?!  

Harry Hobbit Eco Lodge – Another beautiful eco lodge to soak up views of the 

Tasman. This lodge is located 15 minutes from Motueka surrounded by native 

bush. Facilities to note: it sleeps 4 people with 1 bedroom and 1 bathroom, there 

is an outdoor shower, hammock and all electricity is provided from micro-hydro 

and solar generation. The cottage is reached by a 2.4km uphill gravel road and 

they have said it is not suitable for campervans.  

The perfect day in Nelson/Tasman 
There is no better place to explore than the Abel Tasman National Park. It feels 

like a faraway land, different to anything else in the South Island. The best way to 

soak up the beauty of the park is a mix of kayaking, water taxi, walking and of 

course staying the night!  

Start the day by waking up at an accommodation option in Marahau of your 

choice, if you are camping, I recommend The Barn. Pack your overnight gear and 

wait for the shuttle to pick you up to wake you to Marahau Sea Kayaks where you 

will begin a kayaking briefing. Grab a scenic water taxi, down to Split Apple Rock 
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and up past the seals at Tonga Island and arrive at Onetahuti Beach for an epic 

day of guided kayaking (called the Magical Marine Reserve). Finish the day by 

staying the night at Anchorage Bay by camping or staying in the hut.  

The next day walk 3.5 hours to Marahau and grab a delicious Fat Tui burger for 

lunch. Arrive back at your car and either stay the night in Marahau again or 

continue your journey to Golden Bay or back to Nelson. Awesome! 

Marlborough  
Wine. Wine and more wine. Marlborough is home to one of the best wine 

regions in New Zealand! You will see what I am talking about when you drive 

through the place. Many of the vineyards are directly off the highway. Especially 
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in Blenheim. But Marlborough is not JUST a wine region. There are many 

beautiful destinations to see at the top of the south and heaps of activities on 

offer. Discover some of the best below!  

Suggested time: 

 2 DAYS/ 1 NIGHTS MINIMUM 
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Top destinations  
Marlborough Sounds 
The highlight of Marlborough in my opinion. The Marlborough Sounds are made 

up of four sounds that are all quite different. Queen Charlotte, Kenepuru, Pelorus, 

and Mahau. They are all picture-perfect, full of stunning bays and wildlife, 

including dolphins! The most popular and easiest to access is Queen Charlotte 

(the one the Cook Island Ferry runs through). The best way to get around and see 

the true nature of the sounds is by boat but there are quite a few scenic driving 

options. Outlined below are some places and activities you might like to try!  

Visit Okiwi Bay- Just over an hour’s drive from Nelson is a small settlement 

located on the western side of Marlborough Sounds. It is a perfect place to stop 

for a night and enjoy the secluded bay and native bush. It has a real community 
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vibe and is a popular spot with local holiday makers who enjoy many activities in 

the area such as fishing, swimming, boating, bird watching and diving. If you are 

just popping in for the day enjoy one of the short walks on offer such as Okiwi 

Bay lookout walk or Goat Hill and remember to pack a picnic!  -Beware the road 

to the bay is very windy like many of the roads in the sounds!  

Visit Anakiwa- Located at the head of Queen Charlotte Sound is a beautiful 

village to stop for a picnic or short walk on a section of the Queen Charlotte 

hiking track. There is usually a cute little coffee cart located near the park 

entrance. It is a well known spot for being the location of the outdoor and 

adventure organization, Outward Bound. Kayaking and cruises also start from 

here, but I like it most for a stroll along the jetty and even a swim if the weather is 

nice (I feel like it always is).   

Take the Queen Charlotte Drive - One of the most scenic drives in the country! 

And perhaps the windiest! The 40km drive starts or ends in Picton and goes 

through to Havelock (a small town at the head of Pelorus Sound). Take your time 

and enjoy the many lookout points and scenic bays. And bring the camera!  

Lochmara Lodge – I never like to use the word “hidden oasis” because it is so 

cliché right! But this place REALLY does deserve the title! It literally feels like you 

are on your own tranquil island. Located a short boat ride away from Picton 

across the Queen Charlotte Sound. When I caught the water taxi there, we saw a 

pod of dolphins! Lochmara Lodge is also a Wildlife Recovery and Arts centre. 

They offer incredible activities such as cruises, massages, underwater 

observatory, animal feeding, kayaking, paddleboarding, bush walks, star gazing, 

laying in hammocks, glow-worm viewing, flying fox, a delicious cafe and more. 

My favourite thing was visiting the Kune Kune pigs and laying in a hammock just 

above the turquoise water. Grab the Lochmara water taxi from Picton and 

definitely check out their website to book a tour option!  

Visit Motuara Island –  Is a beautiful bird sanctuary island located in the Queen 

Charlotte Sound, opposite Ship Cove. To access the Island you will need to get a 

water taxi or scenic cruise from Picton. The reasons to visit this small island is to 
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see rare and iconic New Zealand bird species such as tui, grey warbler, bellbird, 

kereru, saddleback and yellow-crowned parakeet to name a few (DOC). As well as 

enjoying the scenic view of the Queen Charlotte Sound and surrounding forest 

covered hills.  

Swim with dolphins - Marlborough Sounds is an incredible place to get up close 

and personal with dolphins! There are 5 main species of dolphin that you can see 

including Dusky, Bottlenose, Common, Orca and if you are lucky you may even 

see the rare Hector’s dolphin. There really is no better place in the country to 

witness these beauties! Try E-Ko Tours located on Picton’s waterfront.  

Take a kayak tour - Just like swimming with dolphins, there is probably no 

better place in the country to go for a tranquil kayak tour! Glide along the 

beautiful waters, visit seals and hopefully spot dolphins and penguins while 

taking in the dense forest on the hills. There are tour operators in Anakiwa and 

Picton, which run guided and unguided trips with a variety of different trip 

options. Half-day, full-day, overnight, take your pick!  

Take a boat tour - With many boat companies to choose from all offering 

slightly different services it may be overwhelming on deciding where to start. A 

unique option is taking the Mail Run with Beachcomber Cruises. It delivers mail 

to all of the residents in the Queen Charlotte Sound. It takes you slightly more 

“off the beaten path” than other boat operators. It departs at 1.30 and takes as 

long as it needs depending on the mail as well as pickups and drop-offs.  

The operating days are Monday- Saturday. Adult 15+ is $105, child (5-14) $61 and 

under 5’s free.  Otherwise, I recommend Lochmara water taxi with a stop off at 

Lochmara lodge to explore the wildlife recovery centre!  

Queen Charlotte Track- The most well known hiking trail in Marlborough is the 

Queen Charlotte Track. It is a beautiful walk through native bush, along 

ridgelines, down to little bays and coves, with incredible views of Queen 

Charlotte and Kenepuru Sound. The hike is (or bike from 1 March to 30 

November) 71km long and takes around 3-5 days.  
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The hike stretches from Ship Cove to Anakiwa. Most people catch a water taxi to 

Ship Cove from Picton and finish in Anakiwa, then either catch a water taxi back 

to Picton or a shuttle. You have the option of staying at DOC campgrounds and 

or private accommodation (some of them are pretty luxury!) 

Hidden Spots 

Mistletoe Bay- In the Queen Charlotte Sounds is one of my favourite camping 

bays. It is an awesome spot for stunning views, easy access to the Queen 

Charlotte hiking trail, kayaking options in the secluded bay (perhaps even with 

dolphins). My favourite reason to love this spot is that on a clear night you can 

see phosphorescence in the water! Camp, or stay in the lodge, a cabin, cottage or 

just visit for the day.  

Picton  
A gateway to the Marlborough Sounds and a beautiful relaxing place to unwind. 

The Cook Island ferry departs from here and most boat options into the sounds 

start here too. I love Picton to just stroll around, grab a coffee and people watch. 

And just in case you were wondering, there are quite a few activities to do that 

don’t involve heading into the sounds (or drinking wine). Below are a few things 

you might like to try!  

Take a stroll around the place- I know this is not really an “activity” but Picton 

is the place for just grabbing a coffee and wandering. The town is full of random 

shops to visit including book and antique stores as well as awesome cafés and 

restaurants. The Picton Foreshore is a nice place to take an afternoon nap, play 

some mini-golf or read a book. I also recommend popping down to the marina 

and taking a look at the expensive and desirable looking catamarans, fishing 

boats and yachts. Often, I have seen stingrays in the water here! 

Visit the Edwin Fox museum – While taking a stroll around the place you will 

probably see a giant ship docked next to the aquarium. That is the Edwin Fox! 
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The world's second-oldest surviving merchant sailing ship. It has a fascinating 

history and was probably the most multi-purpose ship in the world. It 

transported convicts to Australia and was used as a coal hulk, to transport troops 

and many more purposes! I highly recommend popping into the museum to 

learn more about its history and to even pop on board. Cost is $15 per adult and 

children are $5 and under 5’s free.  

Hike the Tirohanga Track- An iconic hike taking you to the top of a hill with an 

epic lookout over Picton and Waikawa. It is an easily accessible walk from the 

town centre. Enter the walk from Garden Terrace or from Newgate Street. The 

hike is supposed to take 45 minutes to reach the top, but if you are fit it is a lot 

quicker than this! The hike can be done as a loop track so take the other way 

back down for a change of scenery.   

Pop up to the Queen Charlotte Drive lookout- This is a panoramic photo 

opportunity! Located just up the first hill on the Queen Charlotte Drive from 

Picton. I really like this spot for watching the Interislander or Bluebridge ferry 
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depart from the dock. It’s also a neat place to enjoy the view and have a fish and 

chip lunch!  

In summer take a swim- You can swim at Shelley beach (parking in summer is 

hard as it is really busy) which is just around the corner from the main Foreshore 

via the marina. It is a really safe and family friendly place to swim with buoys to 

keep the boats away. You can easily walk there from the main town centre. There 

are toilets and a nice grassy bank to laze on after your swim!  

The Link Pathway- An absolutely stunning 42km biking trail running from 

Picton to Havelock (it also includes Anakiwa). It shadows the Queen Charlotte 

Drive for most of its journey and is a unique way to see the sound! You do not 

have to do the entire thing either, and you can walk and run sections if you like! 

There are sections that are still being developed but the section from Anakiwa to 

Picton is well formed.  

Blenheim  
The main town in Marlborough is a perfect place to base yourself to explore the 

region. While I personally don’t think there are many things to do in the town 

itself the surrounding area is full of amazing places to enjoy! Just in case you 

want to experience what Blenheim has to offer I have included some of the best 

things to do below.  

Visit the wineries- Most of the wineries in Marlborough are located in Renwick 

20 minutes’ drive out of Blenheim however, for the purpose of this book I have 

classed them as Blenheim. There are so many wineries to visit that you won’t 

possibly be able to see them all. And they are all great!  

To see the wineries you can either drive around them yourself or take a tour. I 

highly recommend taking a tour with one of the knowledgeable companies who 

can let you know more about the specific wineries and what they offer. However, 

the best way to see the wineries is by taking a bike trip. I recommend hiring one 

from Wine Tours by Bike (they have tandem and cruiser bikes as well) and 
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soaking up Marlborough sunshine. They pick you up from your accommodation 

if you are in a 15km radius from their base. Then they give you a briefing and let 

you go on your way. The tours last most of the day and they return you back to 

your accommodation.  

Visit Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre- A world-class museum showcasing the 

world’s largest private collections of war aircraft and artifacts. They have some 

incredible dramatic displays to enjoy and it is something a little different to try 

while travelling through Blenheim. There is also a café for those of you that 

might have someone in your group who doesn’t want to visit! They have different 

prices for the different exhibitions on offer, from $20+ and they are open 7 days 

from 10 am – 4 pm. Location: 79 Aerodrome Road. 

Visit the Marlborough Museum – Why not soak up some history of the 

magnificent Marlborough region! The museum is located five minutes’ drive (or a 

25-minute walk) from the centre of Blenheim. Enjoy exhibitions with artifacts 
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and learn more about the wine history! There is also great information on the 

arrival of Captain Cook, whaling, European settlement and more.  They are open 

from 10 am – 4 pm daily.  

Drink beer at the Beer Garden – Home to Renaissance Brewing one of my 

favourite New Zealand beers! It is definitely worth a stop for a beverage and bite 

to eat. The place has a “Bavarian beer hall” like feel, with the cuisine and décor. It 

is a really alternative place to do a beer tasting and relax in a funky atmosphere! 

Location: 1 Dodson Street, Blenheim.  

Chocolate Tasting – Need I say more? Makana Chocolate handmake chocolates 

and other natural temptations, perfect for you or for a gift! They have a range of 

delicious and different options for all taste buds. Check them out along your 

wine tour adventure, as they are located in the heart of the Marlborough wine 

trail! 180 O'Dwyers Road.  

Wither Hills Farm Park – Located in Blenheim, this farm (yes it is a working 

farm) offers epic walking options (there is also a mountain bike park). The Wither 

Hills are the hills behind Blenheim that you can’t miss. There are a variety of 

walks to choose from that give you awesome panoramic views or you can take a 

short walk, it’s up to you! The main way to access the park is off Rifle Range Place 

off Taylor Pass Road.  

Nearby Walks 

Cape Campbell – The southernmost extreme of Cook Strait! The walk is along 

the beach to a beautiful red and white lighthouse at Cape Campbell (36km South 

of Blenheim). The hike begins at Marfells beach (you can camp there) and it is 

14km return, taking around 4 hours. The track is unmarked, so follow the beach 

all the way to the lighthouse. Hopefully, you will see a seal and collect a paua 

shell! Also, the walk can only be done at low tide.  
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Mt Fishtail – Best done as a multi-day hike, staying at Fishtail hut. This is an epic 

climb in the Richmond Forest Park. Hike to the summit (1643m) to enjoy 

panoramic 360-degree views of the region and then stay the night at the hut. Or, 

hike all the way back down. The hike takes 6 hours to the summit and then 

another 5 hours 40 minutes back down. Access the hike by driving 5km north of 

Renwick, turn off to Northbank Road and follow this for 25km to Pine Valley Road 

then, follow this road to the end.  

Pelorus walkway – Another hike in the Richmond Forest park but this one 

follows the entire river! If you want to experience the entire thing it takes 3-4 

days of rather intense tramping. I recommend heading to the Pelorus bridge car 

park, checking out the signs and doing a short walk from there, (anywhere from 

5 minutes to 4 hours) and finishing with a swim.  

Hidden Spots 

Molesworth Station – The biggest high country farm in New Zealand! The bike 

ride is 207km of pure isolated beauty, running from Blenheim to Hanmer 

Springs. If you want to experience waterfalls, tarns, epic swimming holes, historic 

buildings, steep hillsides, hanging valleys and more incredible sights then you 

may want to consider this ride! It might be one of the best bike rides in the 

country (you can also drive). But only from Labour Weekend until Easter. It is not 

for beginners though, it is for intermediate to advanced riders.  

Pelorus Bridge Swimming- Driving past the Pelorus bridge might give you an 

indication that people enjoy swimming there, but not everyone does because it 

is freezing! It’s a great place to feel alive and sunbathe on the rocks. Just park in 

the main car park and make your way down the wee track past the toilet.   

D’Urville Island – A remote island just 500m from the mainland. It feels like a 

far-away land. The way to access the island is from French Pass (2 hours from 

Blenheim). Once in French Pass, you will need to grab a water taxi to the island. 

These are best booked in advance. The entire island is a scenic reserve and a 

�37

https://www.diwt.co.nz/boats/charter-vessels/


beautiful destination to get off the grid and enjoy an advanced biking trail or 

hike!  

Accommodation options  

Camping  

Aussie Bay- Located along the Queen Charlotte Drive is a simple and quiet 

campsite to enjoy, run by the Department of Conservation. The facilities are very 

basic and the long drop toilet is kind of gross, but the views looking over the 

Queen Charlotte sound, Anakiwa and dolphins in the bay are worth it! Cost is $8 

per adult, $4 per child (5-17 years) infants are free and you pay in an honesty box, 

and yes someone does check that you have paid! Get in quick as this site only 

has 6 sites and it is first come, first served.  

�38

Aussie Bay



Momorangi Bay – Another beautiful campsite along the Queen Charlotte Drive 

looking out to the Queen Charlotte sound. It is a beautiful spot to base yourself 

for a couple of nights while exploring the area, but not as remote as Aussie Bay. 

However, the facilities are WAY better, it is also run by the Department of 

Conservation and bookings are recommended, but you can pay on arrival.  

There are waterfront campsites but they book out quite quickly over the peak 

period, so it is likely you will camp on the grass behind the road. There are still 

some nice views, but you might need to walk down to the shore to enjoy it fully. 

The little shop is open daily between Labour weekend and easter. Cost is $23 per 

adult for powered and $20 for unpowered. $11.50 per child for powered and $10 

for unpowered, and infants are free.   

Robin Hood Bay- A dog friendly, classic Kiwi camping spot. Camp in a field next 

to a turquoise blue surfing beach! There are 10 non-powered campsites and it is 

FREE, first come first served. The drive is 45 minutes north of Blenheim and just 

be careful as there are a few potholes along the drive.  

Whatamango Bay- A large open grassed campsite run by the Department of 

Conservation. It is located 20 minutes’ drive from Picton past Waikawa. The 

facilities are very basic with a toilet block and a sink to do the dishes, but I 

recommend it because it is a nice and cheap option not far from Picton. The cost 

is $8 per adult per night, children (5-17) $4 and infants free. Pay at the honesty 

box and it is first come first served, but there is plenty of space with 50 sites!  

Whites Bay– A beautiful white sand swimming beach located 25 minutes’ drive 

from Blenheim over the hill from Rarangi. There are lots of walks to do in the 

area as well as the Whites Bay Loop mountain bike track and it is a great bay for 

kayaking! It’s an awesome family friendly location. The cost is $8 per adult per 

night, children (5-17) $4 and infants free. There are 67 sites and it is a first come 

first served campground.  

Free camp in Anakiwa – There are 6 spaces for self-contained vehicles located 

on the village green looking out to the water. Anakiwa is a paradise haven and if 
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you are self-contained you will love this little camp. You can only stay 2 nights 

maximum.   

Cowshed Bay campsite- Facing the Kenepuru Sound is a popular campsite for 

the views, location and swimming! The road to the campsite is windy so just be 

careful but I am sure you will enjoy the spot for its location. Wander up to The 

Portage Hotel for a beer and a bite to eat! The facilities are pretty good, there are 

toilets, a sink and even a cold-water shower! There are 20 spaces and the cost 

over the peak period (Labour weekend to 31 April) is $15 per adult per night, 

children (5-17) $7.50 and infants free. The prices go down in the off peak season. 

First come, first served.  

Marfells beach– A beautiful campsite right on the beachfront, 35 minutes south 

of Blenheim. I highly recommend staying here if you are thinking of doing the 

Cape Campbell lighthouse walk. There are 60 sites, some are open looking out to 

the beach and others are sheltered by the trees. The facilities are basic, but with 

everything you need including flushed toilets, cold showers and a sink. Pay at the 

self-registration booth or eftpos during peak season.  

Other accommodation options 

There are numerous incredible accommodation options to choose from, I can’t 

possibly cover them all. Outlined below are a few unique options you might like 

to look into!  

Lochmara Lodge– As mentioned in the Marlborough Sounds section this is a 

stunning location and a Wildlife Recovery and Arts centre. Lochmara Lodge offer 

incredible activities such as cruises, massage, underwater observatory, animal 

feeding, kayaking, paddleboarding, bush walks, star gazing, laying in hammocks, 

glow-worm viewing, flying fox, a delicious cafe and more. They have luxurious 

chalets to choose, ranging from $100+.  

Bay of Many Coves Lodge- A 5-star resort in the Queen Charlotte Sound! If you 

have some cash to splash, this is the place to do it! They have their own secluded 
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bay, world-class chefs, cruises, spa and lots of other goodies. They have luxury 

apartments and a suite to choose from. Prices range from $1000+!  

Ngahere Hou- Fancy a yurt stay? Ngahere Hou is a stunning destination on the 

Queen Charlotte Track at Kenepuru Head, in a 40-acre private bush reserve. They 

have a 6-metre yurt or summer house cabin accommodation option to choose 

from. They also have a hot tub, BBQ, private beach bikes, kayaks and awesome 

wildlife.  An amazing off the grid experience in a breathtaking location. Prices are 

from $150+.  

Marlborough Wine Barrel Cabins- Yup, wine barrel cabins! Warm, cozy, private 

and magical! Located 10km from the Marlborough Airport and 9km from 

Renwick (where all the wineries are). Apart from the unique option of staying in 

the barrel, enjoy the beautiful surrounding garden. Prices start from $135+.  

Sennen House- Unique boutique accommodation in Picton! Stay in a historical 

building and enjoy its Victorian charm. It is one of Picton’s original colonial villas. 

Sennen House have apartments and a studio to choose from and the beds look 

like something out of a princess fairytale. Prices are from $185+ per night, 

breakfast is included!  

Fossickers Hut- 40 minutes from Blenheim is a unique pioneer style hut. It is 

decorated like the nearby historic gold mining town of Canvastown. Nestled 

between native bush, this is a gorgeous escape you will want to consider! Cost is 

from $250 per night.  

The perfect day in Marlborough 
Marlborough Sounds without a doubt! There are endless ways to spend the 

perfect day. But the cheapest option is always my favourite. If hiking is 

something you enjoy then you must pop into the Queen Charlotte Track for a 

glimpse.  

�41

https://www.booking.com/hotel/nz/ngahere-hou.en.html?aid=1991045&no_rooms=1&group_adults=2
https://www.booking.com/hotel/nz/marlborough-wine-barrel-cabins-blenheim.en.html?aid=1991045&no_rooms=1&group_adults=2
https://www.booking.com/hotel/nz/sennen-house.en.html?aid=1991045&no_rooms=1&group_adults=2
https://www.canopycamping.co.nz/fossickers-hut


Start the day by waking up at a campsite of your choice along the Queen 

Charlotte Drive (try Aussie Bay) or if you have a self-contained vehicle even stay 

at Anakiwa! Grab a coffee from the little coffee cart and take a gentle stroll to 

Davies Bay (40 minutes one way). Then drive into Renwick (40 minutes) for a 

wine by bike tour! Stay the night in Blenheim (I recommend Marlborough Wine 

Barrel Cabins). Bliss! 

Canterbury  

The largest region in the South Island (by people) is hard to miss while on a 

roadie! It is a multipurpose destination to get your mountain, beach and lake fix. 
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Canterbury is unique in the way you could be skiing one minute and down at the 

ocean the next! With an endless array of activities and destinations to visit 

prioritizing is going to be important. Outlined below are some of the best 

activities and destination recommendations I suggest after spending 20+ years 

in the region! I am sure you will find something worth doing!  

 Suggested time: 

3 DAYS/ 2 NIGHTS MINIMUM 

Top destinations  
There are many ‘top’ or ‘must-see’ destinations to explore in Canterbury, you 

really are spoilt for choice. I have narrowed it down to 9 that will be worth your 

time!  

Hanmer Springs  
A gorgeous resort town located 1 hour 45-minute drive from Christchurch with 

plenty of outdoor activities to choose from. It is home to rugged mountains and 

a mature pine forest, worth viewing in any season. Below are a few things to try!  

Thermal Hot Pools- (Adult entry $35, child 5-15 $20) -This is what the town is 

most well-known for and probably the most popular thing to do. There are a 

variety of pools ranging in temperature situated in a perfect location looking 

back on the surrounding mountains. The Thermal Pools park is family friendly 

with hot and cold bathing options as well as some epic hydro slides like you see 

in the Gold Coast!  

Biking around Hanmer Forest- Hanmer Springs has an epic forest to explore by 

mountain bike with trails for all levels. Hire a bike in town, from your 

accommodation option or, bring your own! For maps, I recommend popping into 

the local information centre to make sure you know where to go.  
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Walking to Conical Hill-  1 hour- An iconic spot to explore with views of the 

town and surrounding area. It is an easily accessible short walk through pine 

forests to a clearing with 360-degree panoramic views of the Hanmer township 

and valley.   

Walk up Mt Isobel– 5.5-6.5 hours return (Another popular walk in Hanmer 

Springs but this one takes a bit longer! It is a massive climb (Mt Isobel sits at 

1,324m) but worth the effort for the incredible views at the top looking down on 

Hanmer Basin, Waiau Plain, Organ and Hanmer ranges. There are different ways 

to access Mt Isobel but the most popular way to access the walk is beginning at 

Clarence Valley Road car park. 

Bungy Jump– ($169) A real adventure experience you will know about when 

driving through to Hanmer town. You can’t miss the 135-year-old historic Ferry 

Bridge as you drive over it to access Hanmer. Why not jump off it? Pop into 
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Hanmer Springs Attractions before you drive over the bridge and grab your 

bungy jump ticket!  

Kaikoura  
A beautiful coastal town located 2.5 hours north of Christchurch where the 

mountains meet the sea! It is home to an abundance of seals and delicious 

seafood. There is an array of activities to try including whale watching, diving, 

fishing, hiking, mountain biking and more! The drive to Kaikoura is worth it to 

see the world-class earthquake road rebuild, drive next to the wild coastline and 

pop through some tunnels. Check out a few things to try below!  

Whale Watching- ($150 adult, $60 child)- It is almost guaranteed that you will 

see whales on a boat or flight tour. There are resident Sperm whales to see 

almost all year round as well as Orca, Humpback and Southern Right whales who 
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make appearances during the year. Try a boat cruise with Whale Watch Kaikoura. 

Or, a flight with Wings Over Whales.  

Walk along the Peninsula – 0-3 hours- Walking along the peninsula is an 

incredible thing to do to see the beautiful coastline and surrounding Kaikoura 

mountain ranges but, perhaps the most important reason to walk around the 

peninsula is to see the array of seals lazing around on the rocks and grass! Walk 

down the shoreline to catch a glimpse of them up close.  

Try a fishing charter- Catch your own lunch or dinner with a deep-sea fishing 

trip! There are many tour operators to choose from but for beginners, I 

recommend Kaikoura Fishing Charters.  

Hike up Mount Fyffe– An iconic spot to walk while in Kaikoura to see stunning 

views over the plains on a clear day, Banks Peninsula and even the North Island! 

The hike takes 8 hours return. If you want a shorter hike then just walk to the hut 

(5 hours return). Access the walk from Mt Fyffe carpark.  

Kayaking– You are always guaranteed to see seals while kayaking. Enjoy the 

coastal waters with a knowledgeable guide and maybe even spot a dolphin and 

or whale! They have a range of tour options to choose from. I am sure you will 

find something to suit your needs! Try a sunset tour, family kayak adventure or a 

half day adventure. Location: 19 Killarney Street.  

Christchurch  
The biggest city in the South Island is definitely worth a visit on your South 

Island road trip! The earthquake rebuild is fascinating to see with cutting edge 

architecture as well as quirky eateries that have popped up in the city centre. 

There are hundreds of eateries, shops and bars worth checking out as well as 

quite a few activities to try…  

Getting your mountain bike on at the Adventure Park– (You can hire bikes 

from the park).  They have a gondola that you can catch with your bike to the 

top… Enjoy the best part of the bike, the downhill without the slog back up If 
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mountain biking isn’t for you then perhaps you would like to try a zip line 

experience or simply some sightseeing! Location: 225 Worsleys Road, Cracroft.  

Visit Sumner- Sumner is a beautiful seaside suburb worth a visit for surfing 

vibes, ice cream, coastal views and boutique shops! Located 20 minutes’ drive 

from the CBD. If you have time pop out to Taylor’s mistake (another 5 minutes’ 

drive) to visit a beautiful surfing beach and try the Godley Head track below.  

Walk the Godley Head track- (dog friendly) A stunning coastal walk with a lot 

of history to soak up! It was a pilgrim walk as well as home to military defence 

sites built in World War II. See gun emplacements, historic buildings and battery 

observation posts. It can be walked as a loop or you can go as far as you like.  I 

definitely recommend popping down to Boulder Bay to enjoy the characterful 

historic baches built by fisherman, some as old as 1880! Access the walk at 

Taylor’s Mistake carpark.  
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Visit the Antarctic Centre- A child friendly location to learn all about 

Antarctica! Learn about wildlife and ecosystems and Antarctica’s effect on the 

globe. Visit penguins, pat a husky and try an off-road ride on a Hägglund! Access 

the Antarctic Centre at 38 Orchard Road, Harewood. 

Take a Tram ride in the CBD– A unique way to experience the CBD is a tram 

ride. It is a hop on hop off service with narration from friendly and local guides. A 

great way to learn all about Christchurch’s history and current changes!  

Canyoning- Canyoning is a combination of hiking, climbing, swimming and 

abseiling down a canyon and is an epic day out. Big Rock Adventures run a few 

different canyoning trips in Canterbury that are definitely worth checking out to 

get your adrenaline fix. They run a trip from Christchurch, Geraldine and Mt 

Somers.  

Packhorse Hut hike- Located very close to Christchurch City is an easy walk 

offering stunning views of the Banks Peninsula and the Lyttleton Harbour. The 

hike takes 2.5 – 3 hours return trip taking the Gebbies Pass route. The track starts 

through a pine forest and then opens up rolling farmland dotted with volcanic 

formations! The hut is the best attraction made from stone decorated with a 

quaint red roof.   

Scenic driving- Canterbury has its fair share of scenic driving routes. The one I 

recommend the most is the inland scenic route from Christchurch to Geraldine. 

It is along state highway 72 and travels through some of the best spots 

Canterbury has to offer, taking around 2 hours. The drive moves through 

farmland areas to quaint little towns, views of the Southern Alps, crosses the 

turquoise waters of the Rakaia River and ends in the charming Geraldine town.  

Hidden Spots 

Washpen Falls – A varied hiking trail to a 22m waterfall. It is not on your typical 

tourist route, but it is becoming increasingly popular. The trip takes 1.5 hours to 2-
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hour return and starts at a working sheep, cattle and deer farm. There is an 

honesty box entry fee of $10 per adult $5 per child. The best attractions of the 

walk apart from the waterfall include a canyon, tracks, stairs, boardwalks, views 

of the Canterbury plains and a rustic shelter beside a lake! Access the walk down 

Washpen Road.  

Timaru penguins– 2 hours’ drive South of Christchurch. Timaru isn’t a place 

many people would consider visiting on a road trip but as my hometown, I think 

it is worth stopping by for even a few hours! At Caroline Bay at dusk on the 

Marine Parade, you are able to spot Little Blue Penguins heading to their 

burrows.  

Akaroa  
One of the few places in New Zealand where you will be greeted with bonjour is 

in Akaroa. This quirky French town is the gateway to the peninsula, where cruise 

boats commonly stop in. This adorable little seaside town (1 hour 20 minutes’ 

drive from Christchurch) has the unique French-inspired architecture, bustling 

little stores, boat cruises to see dolphins and a scenic drive that you should take 

your time with. A few things worth trying:  

Visit the giant's house – A quirky home and garden seen on many TV shows! 

Known for its colourful sculptures and mosaics and grand architecture as well as 

colourful gardens and little quirky surprises! Location: 70 Rue Balguerie.  

Visit dolphins– Swim with dolphins or see them by boat in a majestic setting. 

Try swimming with Hectors dolphins with Black Cat Cruises or try a cruise with 

Akaroa Dolphins and see their dogs in action spotting the dolphins! Get your 

ticket from Get Your Guide here!  

Try some fudge at Pourri– This homemade fudge is definitely worth a taste! 

They make over 50 flavours and offer tastings to choose a flavour you like. 

Location: 60 Rue Lavaud.  
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Have a picnic at one of the many bays- Akaroa is a great place for a picnic but 

for a quieter setting, I suggest popping over to Okains Bay, 15km from Akaroa. It 

is a perfect and peaceful place to go camping and enjoy a small seaside 

settlement.  

Newtons waterfall- (45 minutes return) Newtons waterfall is a short walk from 

Akaroa to see after you have finished soaking up the town (but perhaps before 

some fudge?). It is best visited after rainfall. You can also drive there! Location: At 

the end of Aylmers Valley Rd.  

Tekapo  
New Zealand’s most Iconic lake town, and home to the most photographed 

church in the country. The lake is glacier fed which means it is freezing! A quick 

dip does the trick. The town is absolutely beautiful and although a major visitor 

hot spot, you really do need to stop here, especially when you have some local 
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advice! Canals, mountains, trails, and an obvious lake await. A few activities worth 

trying in and around the town: 

Stargazing– Lake Tekapo is home to the largest sky reserve in the southern 

hemisphere. See millions of stars and planets and marvel at the wonders above 

us. There are few different companies to go with for an epic stargazing 

experience but the most well-known and who has opened a popular new 

complex in the Tekapo township is the Dark Sky Project. They have a few 

different tour options. 

Tekapo Hot Springs– A visit to Tekapo Hot Springs is a must-do experience 

while in the Mackenzie country. Sit back and relax in one of three incredible 

soaking options. Temperatures range from 36.5 to 38.5 degrees Celsius. The pools 

are designed and shaped after the nearby lakes Ohau, Pukaki and Tekapo. Not 

only are the pools exquisite but so are the views of Lake Tekapo, pine forest and 

surrounding mountain ranges. 
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They also have an aqua play area and a deep cold pool. The aqua play area is a lot 

of fun with interactive water jets, fountains and showers and temperatures range 

from 28 to 32 degrees Celsius. Location: 6 Lakeside Drive.  

Hike up Mt John– The mountain overlooks the lake so you can’t miss it when 

you drive into the town from either direction. Mount John is a multi-purpose 

location. You can enjoy one of the best Lake Tekapo walks in between pine trees 

up to a beautiful vista of the lake, alpine landscape and surrounding mountains. 

Start the hike next to the Tekapo Springs complex. You can also drive to the top 

and enjoy a stop at the Astro cafe! As well as the ever-popular star gazing at the 

Mount John observatory. It is free to hike up or $8 to drive.  

Take a stroll along the waterfront– There is no specific walk as such you just 

follow your nose to the paths around the lake and stop at one of the many picnic 

benches along the way. Around the Southern end of the lake, lupins come out in 

summer which is particularly beautiful. I recommend parking at the Church of 

the Good Shepherd area or Tekapo Springs and then going for a walk up and 

back and grabbing a bite to eat in the town. Anywhere you go will be 

breathtaking.  

Church of the Good Shepherd- It is a memorial to the pioneers of the 

Mackenzie Country situated in an absolutely remarkable setting on the shores of 

Lake Tekapo. Thousands of people get hitched here every year and it is an 

extremely popular photo spot. 

Go skiing at Roundhill– Roundhill is the closest ski field to Lake Tekapo at 

roughly a 30 minutes’ drive. Enjoy views of Aoraki Mount Cook, Lake Tekapo and 

the Southern Alps. It is a family-friendly slope and a great one at that. They have 

an awesome beginners slope that you could spend all day on if just starting out. 

They also have intermediate and advanced options. Intermediate include the T-

Bars and awesome groomed trails with lots of natural dips and curves. For 

advanced skiers and snowboarders enjoy Australasia’s biggest vertical drop 

(783m!) - the world's longest and steepest rope tow!  
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Hidden Spots 

Dobson Ski Field– Located about 40 minutes’ drive from Fairlie. A low-key ski 

field with friendly staff and plenty of space. It is a great field to learn how to ski 

as they have a massive beginner’s area. It is also an awesome place for a bit of ski 

touring!  

Fairlie Bakehouse– This is a place I have spent way too much time and money 

on the way to Dobson ski field. Be sure to get amongst the famous pies! They are 

massive and have a range of flavours to choose from (even a lasagne one!). Apart 

from the pies grab yourself a cronut or another tasty treat from the cabinet. You 

won’t be disappointed!  

Twizel  
A local holiday hotspot with endless activities to enjoy! Inside you can find fine 

dining and good food, great beer and friendly locals. Nearby you have four 

different lakes to choose from, all within 30 minutes of each other. Mountain 

biking, skiing, boating, swimming, running, rock climbing, camping, hiking, 

hunting and the world’s largest trout/salmon fishery – what a mouthful! Twizel 

has it all! A few activities worth trying in and around the town: 

Take a walk along the Twizel walkway- The Twizel walkway is a serene walk 

mainly through a skinny farm track and at times an established track along the 

Twizel River. It can be entered and exited at many spots. It is a family friendly 

walk where you can take your dog and bike and even go for a swim. The most 

popular entry is the car park area on Glen Lyon Road.  

Visit Lake Benmore for a swim– Probably the warmest lake in the South Island 

and a popular boating spot for locals. The lake was created as part of the Waitaki 

hydro scheme in the 1960s. There are plenty of picnic or swimming spots to 

choose from. A family-friendly and safe swimming spot is at the Falstone 

Campsite.  
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Skiing at Ohau– A loved ski field by locals and travellers with stunning views 

over the Mackenzie region. The ski field caters for all ability levels. The lodge is a 

highlight for a beverage after a day on the slopes, or you can stay there a bit 

longer if you wish! The Contiki buses have been known to stop for a night so it 

can at times have a bit of a party atmosphere!  

Feed salmon at High Country Salmon– A boutique salmon farm with King 

Salmon to enjoy. The glacier water adds to the taste of this delicious fish! Located 

3km south of Twizel. Stop and enjoy the floating shop and grab a coffee or some 

sushi, quiche or pie while you’re there and feed the salmon!  

Visit Lake Ruataniwha– A beautiful turquoise lake in a picture-perfect setting 

ideal to visit for a picnic, swim, paddleboard or kayak! The lake is well known for 

the purpose-built rowing section but to avoid this and the crowds, head to the 

camping ground section of the lake.  
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Skydiving– Located at the Pukaki Airport is an epic skydiving experience to try 

for adrenaline junkies! It is probably the most scenic skydive in the country 

looking down on the Southern Alps and glacier lakes. Get your ticket from Get 

Your Guide here!  

Hike up Ben Ohau– A slog of a hike worth the effort for 360 degree views of the 

surrounding region. The hike takes about 4 hours return and is located down the 

eastern side of Lake Ohau.  

Nearby Hidden Spots 

Clay Cliffs– Gravel and silt pinnacles that take you on a time travelling journey to 

Utah! It feels like a distant land far away from New Zealand. The natural rock 

formations are located 10km out of Omarama and were formed over a million 

years ago by the flow of ancient glaciers. They are worth checking it for the 

photo opportunity.  

Benmore Peninsula– A beautiful walk over one of the hydro lakes above the 

Benmore dam. The views are incredible looking down on the Lake Benmore, the 

wee islands and on a good day you can see Mount Cook! In summer pop into the 

lake for a swim and make sure to pack a picnic! Access the hike down the road to 

Benmore Dam from Otematata.  

Deep Stream Track– A beautiful walk located next to Lake Aviemore in the 

Waitaki Valley. It is a stunning walk within a flooded canyon decorated in native 

plants and boulders. It is a great spot for a swim and picnic and a popular 

kayaking spot. The track is 2km and takes between 1-2 hours return. Access the 

hike off Te Akatarawa Road.  

Mt Cook  
The Mount Cook National Park is the rugged land of ice and rock. Home to New 

Zealand’s tallest mountain Aoraki, and many other peaks over 3000m. It is also 
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home to the country’s longest glacier. If you’re going anywhere in the South 

Island or in the Canterbury region, then it’s compulsory to stop here, where 

there’s plenty of options for the most adventurous or the passive traveller. A few 

activities worth trying in and around the village include: 

Hooker Valley hike- This is an iconic hike to the Hooker Valley with a beautiful 

clear view (on a good day) of Mount Cook. It is a popular hike over swing bridges 

and next to alpine streams and tussocks that is 10km (return) in length. The best 

time to do this hike is at sunrise or sunset for extra spectacular views!   

Sealy Tarns hike– Just a minor 2,200 steps takes you up to magnificent views of 

Mount Cook and the surrounding lakes, mountain and valley. It is nicknamed the 

“Stairway to Heaven” and if you look up photos you will see why! The entire track 

takes between 3 – 5 hours return.  

Mueller hut hike- Continue on from Sealy Tarns mentioned above and you’re on 

your way to this popular alpine hut with panoramic views of Mt Cook National 
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Park. The hut caters for 28 people. It has cooking gas and burners, drop toilets, 

and running (but non-treated) water. You need to book the hut in summer. The 

entire length is 5.6km one way. In winter you will need to be an experienced 

hiker to get there as it is usually covered in snow.  

Scenic flight– There is no better place to take a scenic flight in the country than 

in Mount Cook. You have the option to just soak up the incredible views, land on 

the snow at Tasman glacier or even ski on the Tasman glacier with a helicopter 

or plane! Grab your ticket from Get Your Guide, here!  

Sir Edmund Hillary centre– Sir Edmund Hillary is a national icon and was the 

first person to summit Mt Everest. Learn all about Sir Ed and his explorations as 

well as Mount Cooks transport, climbing and hotel history.  

Rock climbing– Home to an epic lead climbing experience for beginners at 

Sebastopol Bluffs with Alpine Guides. Fancy sitting on a rock slab looking down 

on Mount Cook and the valley beyond? It is probably the most scenic rock 

climbing spot in NZ.  

Visit a lavender farm– Soak up a beautiful purple vista at the Mt Cook Lavender 

farm and take a photo or two (thousand). Enjoy ice cream with a dash of lavender 

and have your entry fee paid for otherwise it is $5 to visit the farm. Maybe even 

grab a treat from the gift shop (lavender tea is always good!). Located along the 

main highway into Mt Cook.  

Ashburton Lakes  
New Zealand’s most beautiful hidden region is a real locals secret, where Lake 

Clearwater, Heron, Emily and Camp make up the Ashburton lakes. If you like 

wide-open high-country spaces with Lord of the Ring scenery then this is the 

place to be. Stepping away from the normal luxuries of life, you are rewarded 

with hiking peaks, swimming and fishing lakes, mountain biking and endless 

views, and the locals know it! A few activities worth trying in the area include (all 

down Ashburton Gorge Road).  
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Mt Barossa– (dog friendly) A beautiful short walk that has panoramic views over 

the Ashburton Lakes and surrounding mountains. The hike is 3.5km one way and 

takes between 4-6 hours return. Located down Ashburton Gorge Road. 

Lake Camp– One of the most stunning campsites in the South Island when the 

weather is right. Wake up to reflections of the surrounding mountains and trees 

reflected on the still lake. If the weather is not that perfect not to worry it is still a 

nice place to stop for the night or to have a picnic. Located down Ashburton 

Gorge Road.  

Mt Sunday– A visit to Mt Sunday is a must for all Lord of The Rings Fans. Mt 

Sunday was the filming location for Edoras in The Two Towers. It is a short walk 

taking 45 minutes return. Take your camera! Located down Hakatere Potts Road.  

Woolshed Creek Hut hike- A beginner friendly hike taking 3.5 hours return. The 

hike follows a miners track through beech forest and eventually opens up to 

tussock country. There are incredible rock formations to see along the way and if 
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you’re game, even a swim in icy cold rock pools!  Woolshed creek hut is also a 

great place to stop for the night with running water and a fire, perfect for your 

first overnight hike. Access the walk down Mine Road.  

Nearby Hidden Spots 

Swim under a waterfall at Te Moana Gorge– Nothing gets the juices flowing 

like swimming under a rushing waterfall! Te Moana Gorge is a popular camping 

destination for locals. The drive to the waterfall is past the camping grounds all 

the way down Leishman Rd (near Geraldine). Keep going over the fords and 

down the gravel road until you see a car parking area on the right and embark 

on the short walk to the waterfall!  

Arthurs Pass  
Arthurs Pass village is in the heart of the Southern Alps, and it’s pretty obvious on 

arrival. You are surrounded by incredible mountains, steep gorges and old beech 

forest. It makes you feel small, but the quiet town and ensuring activities are sure 

to leave you grateful for stopping. Waterfalls and picturesque hikes are the name 

of the game here! A few activities worth trying in the area include: 

Devils punchbowl waterfall– A popular spot to visit while exploring Arthurs 

Pass. The waterfall sits at 131m and you can see it from the road but it is best seen 

up close! If you dare try swimming in the icy water? The entire trip takes 1-hour 

return but leave plenty of time for exploring the waterfall. The walk starts from 

Punchbowl car park.  

Spot a kea- When sending any amount of time in Arthurs Pass it is almost 

guaranteed to see a kea. One of the most notorious spots is at a Viaduct Lookout 

at Death's Corner, 8km west of Arthur's Pass Village. It is like they camp out there 

waiting for cars. When I visited in a campervan they jumped on the roof and 

started eating away. They even drove off with us for a bit!  
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Castle Hill– On the way to Arthurs Pass is this unique village home to the filming 

spot for some of the Narnia movies. The limestone rocks are unique and 

numerous perfect for bouldering. But also fun for frolicking on and taking 

photos. There is no real route you kind of just wandering around but it is worth it 

for views of the surrounding mountains and countryside. There are also historic 

Māori rock carvings in the area worth checking out!  

Avalanche Peak hike– The most popular challenging hike in Arthurs Pass with 

two route options. On a good day enjoy views of the surrounding area and vast 

mountain peaks. The entire hike takes 6-8 hours return and at times involves 

scrambling! This is not a hike for beginners but if you have experience I am sure 

you will love the view! The hike starts behind the Visitor Centre.  

Nearby Walks 

�60

Cheeky Keas at Deaths Corner 



Helicopter Hill in the Craigieburn Forest Park: (dog friendly) There are many 

walks to choose from in the Craigieburn Forest Park on the way to Arthurs Pass 

but, one I recommend for 360 degree panoramic views of the Craigieburn area is 

Helicopter Hill. It is a relatively short walk as a 2.5 hour round trip and 5.4 km 

return. You can make the hike longer by connecting it with the Luge track on 

your way down from the summit. Access the hike by heading into Craigieburn 

Picnic Area (well signposted off the Highway). 

Accommodation Recommendations  
Camping  

There are endless awesome camping grounds to choose from. As I suggested at 

the start of the book, the best way to find them is on the app CamperMate and 

read the reviews. But below are a few options to get you started.  

Tekapo Holiday Park– A beautiful holiday park located on the shores of Lake 

Tekapo. Lake Tekapo Holiday Park is a perfect place to stay to soak up the glacier 

fed lake, stunning mountain ranges and surrounding pine forest. The facilities 

are clean and well kept and it is only a few minutes’ walk to the hot pools! They 

have lakefront camping and dog friendly paddock camping available!  

Camp beside Lake Pukaki- Lake Pukaki Reserve is home to one of the most 

stunning campsites in NZ for FREE if you are in a self-contained vehicle. It has 

space for around 50 vehicles and is situated looking towards Lake Pukaki, Mount 

Cook and the surrounding mountains. The facilities are basic but have everything 

you need for a night with well maintained long drop toilets and rubbish bins.  

Parsons Rock- A beautiful campsite on the shores of Lake Aviemore off State 

Highway 83. It is a neat place to camp for a night or two for the view. The facilities 

(during September – May) include rubbish, toilets, dump station, water fountain 

and boat ramp. Cost is $12.50 per adult per night. Pay at the self-registration 

booth.  
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White Horse Hill Campground- The only camping ground in Mount Cook 

Village perfectly located near the Hooker Valley Track. This is a really popular 

campsite so arrive early to secure your spot! There are 60 spots to choose from. 

The facilities are clean with toilets and a basic kitchenette. Pay at the self-

registration booth. Cost is Adult $15 per night, child (5-17 years) $7.50 and infants 

free. Located at the end of Hooker Valley Road.  

Lake Pearson- A scenic campsite on the way to Arthur’s Pass. It is a basic 

campsite with only 1 long drop toilet but the view over Lake Pearson makes it 

worth it! Cost is $8 per adult, $4 per child and infants are free. Pay at the self-

registration booth.  

Other accommodation options 

Fancy staying in a yurt? Camping by a glacier lake? Enjoying a 5 star hotel? 

Canterbury has it all! If you are not keen on camping and are planning ahead 

then keep the following accommodation options in mind.  

Valley Views Glamping– Located in the Waitaki area is a luxury camping stay in 

geodesic dome tents overlooking the surrounding mountains and Waitaki Valley. 

Valley Views Glamping is an eco friendly place with all of the comforts of home. 

Plus… outdoor baths in the forest! A perfect romantic getaway. Location: 161 

Domett Road, Otiake.  

Yurt stay in Okuti Garden – Located in Little River on the way to Akaroa is a 

unique accommodation option offering a yurt or tipi stay surrounded by organic 

gardens. The eco stay is 4 hectares surrounded by native birds and bush and the 

yurt and tipi are majestic like something off a fairytale. Book on Airbnb!  

Glass Eco Cabin Stay- 90 minutes north of Christchurch situated above Port 

Levy are luxury glass cabins to enjoy! Walk to your pod through a beautiful 

nature walk of tussocks and ferns and experience your own little slice of private 

paradise made of heavy-duty glass. You can see everything in these glass pods 
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including the stary night sky and earth beneath you. A truly unique experience in 

the dramatic Canterbury landscape. Book on Airbnb!  

Quail Rest- A charming cottage beside Lake Benmore. Quail Rest cottage is 

situated on a working High Country Merino sheep farm and you can use their 

trails to go mountain biking if you wish! A perfect home away from home 

location. Address 510 Falston Road, Twizel.  

Tree House Hut- A tree house? Yes please! This is an unforgettable unique stay 

in Akaroa. Feel like a king or queen and enjoy a night or two in this hexagonal 

hut amongst the trees overlooking a tranquil garden and bush. There is also an 

option of an outdoor bath! Book The Tree House Hut on Airbnb.  

The perfect day in Canterbury  
If the above information has left you a little overwhelmed and you are unsure 

how to prioritize exactly what to do, then hopefully this section helps you make a 

decision! Obviously, a day in Canterbury is not long enough to enjoy the 

incredible sights and atmosphere but it can be done. Outlined below is my 

recommendation for the perfect day in summer and winter. 

Summer 

Summer in Canterbury is best spent by the lakes. But which ones? The hydro 

lakes of course! I’m talking Benmore, Aviemore or Waitaki. But my favourite is 

Benmore (because it is the warmest for a swim).  

Start the day waking up in an accommodation option of your choice in the 

nearby area (I recommend Parsons rock for camping), pack your bags (togs 

included) and make your way to the Benmore Peninsula walk. Take the walk 

slow and stop by the lake for some swimming, enjoy a picnic lunch, the sights 

and make your way back to the car. 
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If time allows drive down to Omarama and explore the clay cliffs. Then, relax at 

the Omarama hot tubs in your private pool and have a meal at the pub. They do 

really great massive pub meals and they are tasty! I recommend the vegetarian 

pizza. Stay in Omarama the night at an accommodation of your choice. I 

recommend freedom camping at the Ahuriri Bridge Campsite next to the Ahuriri 

river as a FREE option or the Omarama Top 10 holiday park.  

Winter  

A perfect day in Canterbury during the winter has to be near the mountains, 

whether you are a powder hound or not!  

Wake up for a crisp and fresh morning in the lakeside town of Tekapo after 

spending the night at the Tekapo Holiday Park. Wander up to Tekapo Springs 

and grab yourself a coffee and, bite to eat while taking a stroll along the lake or 

up Mount John to start the day. Then, if you like, drive up to Roundhill Skifield or 

Dobson for a day on the slopes or, jump in the car and begin the scenic drive to 

Mount Cook. Take in the sights and stop along the way for photo opportunities.  

Take a picnic lunch or grab something to eat at the Sir Edmund Hillary Café and 

Bar. Then take a stroll along the Hooker Valley Walk or for some extra fun try the 

Stairway to Heaven up to Sealy Tarns. Stay the night at Mount Cook either at The 

Hermitage Hotel or at White Horse Hill Camping ground and the next day head 

south into the Otago region. Bliss! 

West Coast  
The wild West Coast is a remote and beautiful destination worth exploring on 

your roadie. There are many reasons you might want to stop by this part of the 

country, but a couple include soaking up a rugged and quiet atmosphere as well 

as coastal views and beautiful dense bush like no other place in New Zealand.  
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 Suggested time: 

3 DAYS/ 2 NIGHTS MINIMUM 

Top destinations  
The entire West Coast is worth driving through on your South Island road trip. It 

is made even better when connecting with Nelson in the north and Otago in the 

South. Wherever you go in the West Coast you are sure to see beautiful coastline 

and dense native bush. But if I had to recommend only one place to visit it would 

be Haast Pass. The scenery here is absolutely remarkable with waterfalls in every 
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direction you turn. I describe this in more detail below as well as a few other 

spots you might like to check out.  

Haast Pass  
The beautiful Haast Pass is perhaps the most scenic drive in the country. Drive by 

luscious West Coast bush, roaring rivers, spectacular waterfalls and mountains 

covered in forest. Most of the stop off trips along the road are under one hour 

which means you can complete as many as you like! Below are a few 

recommended stops!  

Roaring Billy Falls- Probably the most dramatic cascading waterfall in the Haast 

Pass. You will see why, especially if it has been raining recently as the waterfall is 

more prominent. The walk to the falls is a 1km loop through a forest full of ferns. 

You can’t get up close to the falls as the Haast river is in the way, but on a good 

day, it is a turquoise blue colour so definitely worth admiring!  

�66

Thunder Creek Falls



Thunder Creek Falls- One of the most remarkable falls in the Haast Pass that is 

only a short walk through the forest. There is a viewing platform to enjoy the 

96m falls or you can walk onto the beach and admire it a little closer. I 

recommend taking a photo from the platform and pretending the falls are 

‘falling’ into your mouth like the one above! Or not… Up to you!  

Fantail Falls- A quick 2-minute walk from the highway takes you to this 

beautiful fan-shaped waterfall. The falls tumble into the Haast river where a 

Pelton water wheel used to sit, providing force to power road-making machinery 

for the construction of the Haast Highway. You can learn all about this on the 

information signs before the falls.  

Blue Pools- A 10-minute walk through a beautiful thick green forest brings you 

to clear, deep and pure blue pools! The river runs down the gorge to the 

Makarora River and there is a swing bridge to enjoy the view. Swimming is also 

possible here on a good day. After heavy rain, the pools will be a murky green 

colour and not worth viewing so make sure to go when it has not been raining 

significantly.  

Hokitika  
This small town on the West Coast is worth a visit because of the surrounding 

activities and its history. Also, make sure to take a photo with the iconic Hokitika 

sign made out of driftwood and enjoy the wild beach! It has a rich history being 

the birthplace of pounamu (New Zealand greenstone) and it was home to the 

second-largest port in New Zealand during the gold mining rush. Learn all about 

the history of the town and while you are at it discover some of the most 

stunning photo opportunities around. Below are a few places worth stopping:  

Hokitika Gorge- 33km from the town- A popular photo opportunity to capture 

the iconic milky blue water of the gorge. It is one of those spots that does 

actually look as good in photos as it does in real life, as long as you go when 

there hasn’t been significant rainfall. Otherwise, like the Blue Pools, the water 

will be a murky brown. The walk to the gorge is 10 minutes down a well paved 
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track but to get to the best photo spot (down on the rocks next to the river) you 

will need to cross an epic swing bridge! Also, keep your eyes peeled for native 

birds such as tomtits, robins and fantails!  

Dorothy Falls- Another waterfall to see! The multi-step waterfall might just take 

your breath away. Especially if you fancy a dip! They are located 30 minutes 

inland from Hokitika, just opposite Lake Kaniere which is a nice lake for a walk 

and a picnic, and of course photos!  

Bonz 'N' Stonz Carving Studio- To carve your own Pounamu Jade, Bone or 

Paua! Make a necklace masterpiece the way you like with Steve’s expert help. 

You don’t need to have any previous carving experience. You can bring your own 

piece in and the price is a lot cheaper. You can find pounamu along the beaches, 

near Barrytown or near the river mouth. The cost is $195 to carve your own 

Pounamu if you do not have a piece. Bonz ‘N’ Stonz are located at 16 Hamilton 

Street, Hokitika.  
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The Hokitika Sign- Hokitika Beach is a location in itself. It is unique for its wild 

waves and numerous bits of driftwood as well as stunning sights. Some of the 

best sunsets can be seen here and there is a walkway right next to the beach to 

enjoy. The Hokitika Beach is definitely a great place to go for an evening stroll, 

some exercise or a gentle walk after a wine or two from the bars nearby. The sign 

is located just off Beach Street- head there and you will see it!  

Greymouth  
The biggest town on the West Coast with a similar history to Hokitika. There isn’t 

really a lot of things to do in the town itself, but the surrounding area is rich in 

activities! If you are stopping by in Greymouth I suggest trying:  

A brewery tour at Monteith’s Brewery- Discover one of New Zealand’s most 

popular beer brands at the iconic brewery. Not all Monteith’s beer is brewed 

there now but they do still brew and export some! Additionally, some of the 
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beers are exclusively produced and sold there. The brewery tour is $25 per person 

and you get 6 free tastings at the end, as well as a cute West Coast passport with 

discount coupons! Just pop in and have a beer if you’re not interested in a tour 

and enjoy the vibes the newly refurbished place has to offer. Located at the 

corner of Turumaha & Herbert Streets in Greymouth. It is also conveniently about 

a 15-minute walk from the train station. 

West Coast Cycle Journey- The bike journey starts in Greymouth moving 

through some of the best West Coast scenery to the small-town Ross. It is a nice 

trail to bike in parts and something to do while you are stopping in Greymouth. If 

you would like to hire a bike to do some of the West Coast Wilderness Trail there 

are plenty of options to choose from, just pop into the Information Centre next to 

the train station and they will sort you out. There is also the option of luggage 

transfer and shuttle to the beginning or end of the trail if you’re keen to do the 

whole thing!  

Brunner Mine Site- Soak up the interactive displays and learn a thing or two 

about the Brunner mine, one of New Zealand’s oldest industrial sites where coal 

was mined, and firebricks and other products were manufactured. You can see 

the remnants of the factory and tunnel entrances. The walk is a 2km loop and 

takes around 1 hour including looking at the displays. Location: 11km east of 

Greymouth off the state highway.  

Nearby Walks/Bike  

The Old Ghost Road is a long-forgotten miners road, now an epic tramping and 

biking route. The road connects the Upper Buller Gorge with the Mokihinui River 

in the north and is 85 km long taking between 2- 4 days (4-5 days if hiking). The 

best way to enjoy all the scenic highlights of the track is to bike from south to 

north. The best huts (Goat Creek and Mokihinui Forks huts) need to be booked in 

advance. Base yourself in Westport and get an end-to-end shuttle as the track is 

one way.  Beware the track is a grade 4, so previous experience is necessary.  
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The Heaphy track- A beautiful walk from the Golden Bay region over to 

Kohaihai on the West Coast, located in the Kahurangi National Park. It is an 

unique trail with the scenery changing every day. Depending on which way you 

walk day 1-2 will be through beech forest, day 2-3 is through open tussock and 

day 3-4 is into the wild West Coast bush with endless Nikau Palms and stunning 

ocean views. It is an absolutely breathtaking track you won’t forget!  

The hike takes 3-5 days to complete (78km) and can also be biked from May 1 to 

November 30. You can complete the track in any direction and complete a short 

section for a day walk. Most people drive to one end of the track and catch a bus 

or plane back to their car at the other end. You must book the huts beforehand.  

Many people hike as far as Scott’s Beach for a short day walk which is a beautiful 

sandy cove enveloped by steep cliffs and surrounded by dense rainforest and 

majestic nikau palms. Access the beginning of the track at Kohaihai carpark (3 

hours’ drive north of Greymouth).  

Charming Creek Walkway- Located north of Westport (25 minutes off the 

highway) following a historic bush tramway. The walk has incredible views of the 

Ngakawau Gorge, crosses swing bridges, rushing water and Charming Creek 

Coal Mine. It takes 2.5 -3 hours one way and is 9.5km also one way.  

Nearby Hidden Spots 

Tauranga Bay, Cape Foulwind- The Cape Foulwind walk is a 13-minute drive out 

of the stunning town, Westport. It’s best to do this walk there and back. From the 

carpark the track follows the beautiful coastline all the way to Tauranga bay 

which is 3.4km one way. Along the walk, there are multiple seal colonies that you 

can see from the tracks viewing points. Bring a windproof jacket as it is 

notoriously windy there!  

Buller Gorge Swing Bridge- The Buller Gorge is a ridiculously picturesque river 

valley formed by the Buller river and is a place you don’t want to miss while 
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travelling to or from Greymouth. Just past Murchison on State Highway 6 is the 

Buller Gorge Swingbridge. This is NZ’s highest swing bridge. It is suspended 19 

meters above the Buller river and is 110 Meters long. A perfect place to stretch 

your comfort zone if you’re afraid of heights. Once you cross the bridge there is a 

loop walk that takes about ten minutes or feel free to explore other paths and 

see where the water rose to in past floods.  

Oparara Arches- Take a journey back in time to the Oparara Basin, a 35 million-

year-old complex in the Kahurangi National Park. The orange-tinted Oparara 

river moves underneath the magnificent arches making it a magical photo 

opportunity! It is quite a remote location to access but is definitely worth it. 

Travel 45 minutes north of Karamea and you will arrive at Oparara Carpark where 

you will see the signs for the various walking options to the arches. Be careful as 

16km is gravel!  

Punakaiki  
A small little village 35 minutes’ drive north of Greymouth. Punakaiki is most 

well-known for the iconic limestone rock formations that are in the shape of 

pancake stacks as well as being the gateway to the Paparoa National Park. Below 

are a few things to do in the area.  

Pancake Rocks- I definitely recommend viewing the Punakaiki pancake rocks. 

To do so you will need to take a short 20-minute walk on a well-paved concrete 

track. There are multiple viewing points and interactive signs that tell the story of 

the Pancake rocks, how they formed and the history behind them as well as, 

what is going to happen in the future.  

The best time to visit the rocks is at high tide as there are blowholes that pop up 

from the rocks, one is called the teapot because it looks like the steam from a 

teapot! Drive through Punakaiki to the Pancake Rocks Café and you will see the 

signs as to where the walk starts.  
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Punakaiki Cavern- A large cave that is easily walked in. It is a great place to see 

stalactites and glow worms, so remember to bring a torch! Access the cavern is 

500m north of the Paparoa National Park Visitor Centre, it is well signposted!  

Hike the Paparoa Track– New Zealand’s newest Great Walk! Hike a section of 

the track or walk or bike the entire thing over 2-3 days and enjoy the dense 

native bush, dramatic limestone cliffs and the remote wilderness. The track runs 

from Smoke-ho car park to Pororari River car park and is 55.1km in length hiking 

and 56.2km in length mountain biking.  

The Pike29 Memorial Track is under construction at the time of writing and this 

will be connected to the Paparoa Track. It is a track to remember the 29 miners 

who lost lives in the Pike River Mine disaster. 
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Franz Josef 
A gorgeous town just below the famous Franz Josef Glacier. The town is 

bordered by a luscious rainforest that spans all the way to the ocean. Enjoy 

soaking up the relaxed and cozy vibe of the town or venture around the area for 

some epic activities!  

Hike to the glacier- Due to a dramatic retreat that has occurred in the past few 

years, you can’t access the actual glacier by foot. But you can get to 750m of its 

terminal face. The hike takes you through the glacier-carved valley where you 

witness waterfalls, forest and a rocky river bed. The hike takes 1.5 hours, is 5.4 km 

return and it begins 4km down the Glacier Access Road.  

Take a scenic flight- If you want to have the best experience and splash some 

cash, this area of the South Island is a great place to do it! You can book in a 
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scenic helicopter flight that takes you over the glacier, a heli-hike or heli-ice 

climb, or just book yourself in a tour that takes you up to the viewing point. 

Other things you might like to try in the area:  

West Coast Wildlife Centre- Meet the rarest kiwi in New Zealand, the Rowi at 

the wildlife centre. Enjoy an interactive walk learning about the centre, meet a 

Tuatara and learn about the kiwi hatching program. Also, grab a coffee at Café 

Wild! It is located on the corner of Cowan & Cron Streets and just look for the 

bright green building. Price: $32 per adult if you book online otherwise it is $34. 

Children are $14 if you book online, otherwise $16.  

Glacier Hot Pools- Enjoy a soak after your hike or just enjoy the pools for the 

sake of it! They are nestled in a tranquil setting in a rainforest. There are three 

main pools and three private pools to choose from. The hot pools are fed by 

water from the Waiho River and then heated! Open daily 11 am - 9 pm, last entry 

at 8 pm (at the time of writing this they are currently closed due to COVID-19 but 

are open from December 2020). Cost adult $29 and child $25. Location: 63 Cron 

Street. 

Nearby Hidden Spots 

Lake Matheson – Perhaps you have seen an iconic photo of Mount Cook in a 

reflection on a lake? This was likely taken at Lake Matheson! On a good day, you 

can view and capture this photo of Mount Cook. The walk is near the small 

township of Fox Glacier through the forest. It is a 2.6 km loop walk that takes 1 

hour 30 minutes. Access down Lake Matheson Road.  

Gillespies Beach – A really beautiful drive past Lake Matheson takes you to this 

wild west coast beach. It is a very scenic place to camp with a mountain 

backdrop and nearby seal colony to visit. Enjoy walking around the miner's track, 

lagoon and miners cemetery. It is located 25 kilometres drive from Fox Glacier 

but beware as much of the road is unsealed! 
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Sunset chasing at Okarito beach- Okarito is a small settlement that was once a 

booming gold mining town. It is bordered by the ocean, an estuary and sea cliffs 

15 km north from Franz Josef township. If you are keen on a remarkable sunset 

location, then this is the spot for you! Another beautiful sandy west coast beach 

filled with bits of driftwood to sit on. You can camp here and enjoy one of the 

many walks in the area including the Okarito Lagoon, the nesting ground of the 

rare kotuku (white heron)!  

Accommodation Recommendations  
If you want to truly soak up the beauty and ruggedness of the West Coast, then 

you have to be in the elements! And that means camping! Outlined below are 

some of the best camping options to choose from.  

Camping 

Kiwi Holiday Park- Greymouth- The holiday park backs onto the stunning West 

Coast beach. It is a neat place to enjoy a stunning sunset, especially with a 

Monteith’s beer in hand. The customer service is also great, and they have a spa 

which is perfect for relaxing at the end of a long day hiking! They have powered 

and unpowered sites for campervans/vans but if you are not the camping type 

then that is also fine as the Kiwi Holiday Park have fully self- contained cabins.  

Punakaiki Beach Camp- Located just a stone’s throw away from the beach for a 

lovely walk,  you can park up right near the beach or between native bush. The 

best part about Punakaiki Beach Camp apart from the dramatic cliff face above 

is it is only a short walk (15 minutes) to Pancake Rocks.  

Gillespies Beach– Mentioned in the hidden spots section! Cost is $8 per adult 

per night and $4 for children (5-17 years) the campground is run by the 

Department of Conservation and there are only 8 spots, so get in quick!  
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Okarito beach- Also mentioned in the hidden spots section! Cost is $15 per adult 

and there are lots of little nooks to put your tent! A lovely place to base yourself 

and explore the area.  

Kawatiri Beach Reserve- Just out of Westport is a beautiful campsite literally 

right next to the beach! Ideal for one night’s stay and only if you are in a self-

contained campervan. Very basic facilities but a clean long drop toilet. It is FREE!  

Pleasant Flat Campsite- Haast Pass- A beautiful campsite on the grass looking 

out to Mt Hooker in the Mount Aspiring National Park. You will feel off the grid 

and tucked away here. The toilets are flushed and well kept. Cost is $8 per adult 

per night and $4 for children (5-17 years). Run by the Department of 

Conservation.  

Kohaihai Campsite- Located on the Kohaihai River mouth near an incredible 

nikau forest and near Karamea and the Oparara Bason. It a great place to base 

yourself if you are walking some or all of the Heaphy track! There are flushed 

toilets, plenty of space for 50 non-powered tent site and dogs are allowed on a 

leash! The last 3 km of the drive is on gravel road. 

Other accommodation options:  

Beaconstone Eco Lodge- An awesome accommodation option to enjoy a place 

with beautiful views of the mountain and ocean. Bonus is it has little impact on 

the environment. Powered by solar, toilets are composting, and rainfall is the 

water supply! The accommodation options include double, twin or triple rooms 

and it sleeps up to 12 people. Beaconstone Eco Lodge is located in Charleston, 15 

minutes’ drive south of Westport.  

Te Nikau Retreat- Located in Punakaiki is a beautiful accommodation option 

nestled in the native West Coast Nikau-Forest. Te Nikau Retreat have a range of 

accommodation options to suit everyone on every budget. They have self-

contained lodges, private rooms and backpacker lodges. Enjoy this unique stay 

right in the heart of the wild West Coast bush, literally!  
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Te Pahika Train Carriage- A quirky place to stay surrounded by West Coast 

bush, that is only 15 minutes South of Greymouth. This place is quirky in the way 

it is a historic train carriage!. A perfect place for a nice relaxing and peaceful stay, 

and the accommodation is self-contained. Get off the grid and enjoy this unique 

stay! Book it on Airbnb!   

Hokitika Fire Station Boutique Accommodation- The building has been 

converted into luxury boutique accommodation that is located in the heart of 

Hokitika. Hokitika Fire Station have five apartments that are all styled slightly 

differently. They each have a kitchenette, en-suite bathroom, access to an 

outdoor area and laundry and bike storage facilities. If you have the budget it is 

definitely a beautiful place to stay!!  

Glamping yurt / hole in the rock accommodation- A unique yurt stay located 

5 minutes’ walk away from the Cape Foulwind walkway. Up to 4 guests can stay 

in the open yurt. A cosy space with all of the essentials you need! Book on 

Airbnb. Cost $150.  

The perfect day in the West Coast  
The perfect day on the West Coast is hard to choose and really depends on your 

interests. For me, it would be spent enjoying the outdoors in some way - most 

likely hiking. However, for the sake of a road trip , let’s say you are spending it in 

classic style- cruising around, and taking it easy! 

Start the day waking up at Okarito beach campsite (after hopefully enjoying a 

beautiful sunset last night). Make your way into Franz Josef township for a coffee 

and then either take a stroll and do the Franz Josef glacier walk or splash some 

cash and take a helicopter flight. Then pop into the glacier hot pools for a soak. 

From there make your way out to Gillespie’s beach campsite and enjoy the views 

with a camping dinner and a glass of wine. On the way out  the next day enjoy 

Lake Matheson and continue further into Haast Pass for another epic day of 

sight-seeing! 
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Otago  

Snow-capped mountains, glacier lakes, river valleys, world-class ski resorts, 

beautiful beaches and dramatic landscapes make Otago the place to be! Home 

to the adventure capital of the world (Queenstown) you are sure to get your 

adrenaline and adventure fix in Otago! Oh, and wine… lots of wine! 

 Suggested time: 

3 DAYS/ 2 NIGHTS MINIMUM  
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Top destinations  
Queenstown  
The adventure hub of Otago and a sight-seeing paradise! I am sure you are 

aware of the well-known activities on offer. If not, your choices are endless. For 

example, you can choose to go heli-skiing, sky diving, bungy jumping, 

paragliding, riding on the gondola, jet boating, rafting and more, almost 

anything you can imagine can be done in Queenstown! I am not going to go into 

any depth about these activities because they are only a quick google away. 

Below are some activities that are worth a try and perhaps not in everyone’s top 

10!  

Visit one of the nearby ski fields- Queenstown has 2 nearby ski fields to 

choose from including Coronet Peak (20 minutes’ drive) and The Remarkables 

(35 minutes’ drive). They both cater to all ability levels from beginner to 

advanced. And both have beautiful views looking down on Queenstown and the 

surrounding area. If you are worried about taking your car they both have shuttle 
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options that leave from Queenstown. However, the roads are paved, and your 

cars will make it up fine! Just remember to carry chains.  

Wineries– Calling all red wine lovers! Otago is for you! There are so many 

awesome wineries to choose from in Otago (my favourites are Devils Staircase 

and Roaring Meg). Pop around and see for yourself by either self-driving or 

catching a shuttle or bike tour. I suggest a self-guided bike tour for a little sight-

seeing in between the winery visits. Check out Around The Basin for more info!  

Bobs Cove – (dog friendly). A tranquil 20-minute scenic walk through the 

luscious native forest takes you to a different angle of Lake Wakatipu. The water 

here is astonishingly clear and blue. Enjoy the walk to the jetty for a photo or 

jump off and take a swim if you dare! Location: 14km down Glenorchy-

Queenstown Road, look for the sign!  

Mt Crichton– (dog friendly). 2-4 hours return. An awesome loop hiking trail just 

out of Queenstown city. I remember this walk for the intense waterfalls and gold 

mining history. There is an iconic hut called Sam Summer’s hut that you can 

walk through (and stay in!). It was a hut that Sam Summers lived in during the 

gold mining era and there are wee relics to admire. There is also a great view 

from the top looking down on Lake Wakatipu and the surrounding area! 

Location: 12km down Glenorchy-Queenstown Road, look for the sign! 

Queenstown Hill– An iconic walk located 5 minutes from the city centre. This is 

a beautiful walking option to see all of Queenstown’s famous landmarks from 

above! Including the Remarkables mountain range, Lake Wakatipu and the city. 

The hike is around 2 hours return and is best done at sunset or sunrise. Access 

the hike via a small car park on Belfast Terrace. There is only space for 5 cars but 

there is plenty of street parking.  

Fergburger– Maybe you have heard of these famous burgers! If not, then you are 

in for a treat! Basically, there are REALLY big and DELICIOUS gourmet burgers. 

Located at 42 Shotover Street. The line is always huge even at 9 am but it moves 
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quite quickly. However, to save waiting it is best to order online. Be sure to check 

out Mrs Ferg next door for a yummy pie and coffee!  

Ben Lomond Summit– An epic day hike (6-8 hours return) greeting you with 

exceptional views of the surrounding mountain peaks and of course Lake 

Wakatipu. The hike has a 1438m elevation gain so it is a bit of a slog! However, 

you can hike to the saddle and this is shorter at 3-4 hours return. Start the hike at 

the top of the gondola or for a slightly longer hike take the Tiki Trail at the 

bottom of the gondola on Brecon Street.   

Take a ride on The TSS Earnslaw “The Lady”– An authentic steamboat you are 

likely to see docked at the wharf on Queenstown’s waterfront. Enjoy the vintage 

décor, café, explore the decks and historic displays while travelling along Lake 

Wakatipu for 11km. The boat heads into the Walter Peak Homestead where you 

can get off and enjoy the farm and even take a tour. Otherwise, the ride is 1 hour 

30 minutes and there are various departure times running daily. Price is $70 at 

the time of writing. Book your ticket on Get Your Guide, here!  

Onsen Hot Pools- The ultimate relaxation spot, especially in winter! This is a 

luxury hot tub experience in private pools overlooking the stunning mountain 

ranges above the Shotover River canyon. The cheapest relaxation option is a 1 

hour soak in the daytime pool for $87.50 per adult. The more people in your 

group the cheaper it is! Located at 162 Arthurs Point Road, open daily 9 am – 11 

pm.  

Nearby Hidden Spots 

Clyde- The historic town of Clyde is situated along the stunning blue turquoise 

river of the Clutha river. It is a gorgeous place to stop for a coffee and a stroll. 

Take in the unique gold-rush heritage buildings along the main town centre and 

pop down to the river trail for a nice walk. If the weather isn’t good pop into the 

old school cinema for a movie. And if you are keen on biking the Otago Rail Trail 

why not stay the night here as part of your journey!  
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Moke Lake- A hidden gem of a lake only 20 minutes from Queenstown. It is a 

beautiful spot to grab a photo of the mountains reflected in the water as well as 

enjoying a walk or mountain bike. There is also a tranquil camping ground to 

enjoy in the summer months! The best and easiest walking track to take is the 

loop track taking 2-3 hours, bordering the lake. Access Moke Lake by driving 

down Glenorchy- Queenstown road for 6km and look for the sign. The road to the 

lake is 7km (unsealed).  

Lake Alta – (dog friendly). Over winter this is a spot accessed by skiers and 

snowboarders but during summer this is an epic Lord of The Rings scenery walk. 

It is located in the Remarkables Conservation area. The walk takes 45 minutes - 1 

hour 30 minutes to a picturesque glacier lake. Start the hike from the 

Remarkables ski field buildings. Look for the ‘public walking access’ sign.  

Otago Central Rail Trail- A beautiful 150-kilometer bike ride through central 

Otago is a unique activity to try if you have the time (allow at least 3 days). It is a 

leisurely bike ride following an old railway line that ran through central Otago 

from Middlemarch to Clyde. There are many gorgeous historical towns and 

buildings to soak up along the journey. You will definitely need help planning 
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your trip and deciding where to go. Check out Otago Central Rail Trail website for 

more details!  

Glenorchy  
A 45-minute drive from Queenstown takes you to this picturesque little town at 

the northern end of Lake Wakatipu. The town sits on the border of Aspiring 

National Park and Fiordland National Park.  The village is decorated with snow-

capped rugged mountains, Lake Wakatipu and beautiful beech forest. As 

mentioned in the Southland section, Glenorchy is home to helicopter tours that 

head into Milford Sound and the Southern Alps. There are plenty of adventure 

activities on offer in and around the town. Check them out below.   

Hike the Routeburn track- Either hike the entire thing (into Fiordland National 

Park) for a multiday adventure or take a wee stroll along some of the walk! The 

start of the Routeburn is 20km from Glenorchy and the drive in itself is beautiful. 

If you are keen to hike a section of the track I suggest heading into Routeburn 

Falls Hut (5-8 hours return) to reach Routeburn Falls cascade. Otherwise, take a 

short walk along the Flats as long as you like.  

Horse trekking- Lord of The Rings Scenery anyone? There is almost no better 

place in the country to take a horse trek! Explore some of New Zealand’s most 

stunning countryside in the Glenorchy Basin. Check out High Country Horses 

and pick a ride to suit your desires.   

Explore the waterfront- Sometimes all you want to do after a drive is to take a 

little stroll and stretch the legs. Nothing beats a stroll along the waterfront in 

Glenorchy for beautiful views of the mountains and the lake. Also, be sure to 

check out the red shed on the waterfront for an Instagram worthy photo!  

Lagoon walk- (dog friendly) a beautiful 1.5-hour loop walk along boardwalks and 

well-made paths to little ponds. Enjoy the calm water, birds singing and 

mountain views. On a good day, you might even be able to see the mountains 
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reflected in the water! Follow the signs off Mull Street near the main lake to reach 

the walk!  

Coffee at the Trading Post- A cute little building with a cabin like feel. It is a 

perfect place to stop for a coffee or shopping for little gifts and knickknacks. 

Located on Mull Street (the main street).  

Jet boating- A thrill seeking experience up the Dart River to Mount Aspiring 

National Park. Witness breathtaking scenery with panoramic views of snow-

capped mountains, valleys and waterfalls. Check out Dart River Adventures 

(prices start from $259 per adult).  

Nearby Hidden Spot 

Kinloch – A hidden village 26km from Glenorchy. This is a perfect place to get off 

the grid and unwind. The lodge is a peaceful place to grab a drink, sit out on the 

deck and look out to the magnificent mountains and beautiful Lake Wakatipu. I 

really enjoyed coming here after hiking a section of the Routeburn track! It is 

located nicely between the Routeburn and Greenstone/Caples Track. Kinloch is 

also a place you might like to stay to get off the grid either at the lodge or DOC 

campground. Beware 9km of the road from Glenorchy to Kinloch is unsealed.   

Wanaka  
Queenstown’s less busy, no less beautiful sister! Only 1-hour drive from the 

adventure capital. The town is situated around Lake Wanaka with beautiful 

alpine vistas. There are just as many epic activities to try in the area as in 

Queenstown but with more of a Kiwi holiday feel. I highly recommend stopping 

in here even if it is just for a walk along the waterfront or a photo with 

#thatwanakatree! Below are few things worth doing in and around the town:  

Roys peak– A steep climb 5 minutes’ drive from Wanaka town centre. The hike 

has beautiful views down on the town, Lake Wanaka and Mount Aspiring and 
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surrounding peaks. It is a constant switch back uphill climb next to mountain 

tussock that is sure to get the lungs going! The hike takes 5-6 hours return to the 

carpark.  

Mt Iron– A beautiful short loop walk takes you to the main rocky mountain knob 

overlooking Wanaka and the region. It is a popular dog walking and running 

spot. The hike is 4.5km and takes around 1 hour 30 minutes. It starts from a 

carpark off the main highway. You can’t miss this hill while driving into Wanaka!  

Kai Pai Bakery- Mmm Pies. A visit to this award-winning bakery is an absolute 

must while walking along the main waterfront in Wanaka. They have a range of 

sweet and savoury treats to enjoy. Get stuck in!  

Lavender farm– A picture-perfect spot to soak up the sights and aroma of 

lavender! Take a photo on the tractor, frolic around the fields, visit the gift shop 
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and even grab a herbal tea or lavender ice cream! Open 7 days a week 9 am – 5 

pm located at 36 Morris Road. The cost to enter the fields is $5.  

Deans Bank track– (dog friendly) An intermediate (one way) mountain biking 

trail or walking track starting at Albert Town Campground. It follows the upper 

banks of the beautiful Clutha river and has lovely views of the surrounding 

landscape. The walk takes 1- 2 hours.  

Puzzle world- You can’t miss the funky and colourful buildings when driving 

into Wanaka! It is a unique family friendly location with illusions, bizarre 

buildings, and all sorts of things to get the mind going! A bit of fun for all ages! 

Located at 188 Wanaka-Luggate Highway. They are open daily from 9am – 4:30 

pm.  

Skiing- The closest ski fields to Wanaka are Treble Cone (38-minute drive) and 

Cardrona (40-minute drive).  Treble cone has the reputation that it is for ‘hard 

outs’ but they do have a dedicated area for beginners. But if you are looking for a 

more family friendly place to ski then Cardrona is the way to go. Also, the roads 

to both ski fields are unsealed. Please remember to carry chains. Alternatively, 

catch a shuttle from Wanaka by either contacting the Information Centre or 

popping onto the ski fields websites.  

Snow Farm– New Zealand’s only cross-country skiing paradise. It is classed as a 

“snow fun” zone and you can ski, skate, snowshoe, snow tube and partake in 

other fun activities. They often hold events here in the winter like a sled dog 

festival, ‘snogaine’ and other random fun events. I like it the most because it is 

the gateway to some of the best beginner ski touring terrain in the country along 

the Pisa range. In summer they are open for mountain biking and hiking. Access 

snow farm near Cardrona township, you will see the signs. Because this is an 

alpine road you will need to carry and be able to use chains if required. Also, 

there is a $20 road toll. 

Wanaka Tree– Have you heard of #thatwanakatree?  A walk along the 

waterfront is a must while travelling through Wanaka. Enjoy a swim, kayak or 
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paddleboard on the lake and be sure to pop down to see the instafamous 

Wanaka tree! It is supposed to be the most photographed tree in New Zealand. It 

is a solitary tree along the shore of Lake Wanaka and is usually surrounded by 

water. The best time to see it is in autumn. Access the tree by walking along the 

waterfront (away from the town centre) and you should see it!  

Drive the Crown Range– The scenic route from Queenstown to Wanaka. It is a 

beautiful drive along the highest main road in New Zealand. It has incredible 

vistas of tussock valley and the surrounding mountains. Beware as it is quite a 

tricky drive with lots of corners! There are not a heap of lookout points so make 

sure you grab every opportunity. And if driving in winter carry chains. If you are 

thinking of heading into Cardrona to stop at the hotel then this is the road you 

would want to take! The drive from Wanaka to Queenstown via this route is 1 

hour.  

Nearby Hidden Spot 

Lake Hawea- A 15-minute drive from Wanaka takes you to a beautiful holiday 

town with a stunning lake! On a good day, Lake Hawea is unbelievably clear. I 

swam around for hours amazed at how I could see my toes. This is a beautiful 

place for a swim and a picnic in the summer with magnificent views of the 

mountains.  

Arrowtown 
A charming historical gold mining town only 20 minutes’ drive from 

Queenstown. The town is extremely picturesque with gorgeous restored historic 

buildings and rows of oak trees down the main street. It is a bustling little place 

with many people out wandering soaking up the sights. The best time to visit is 

during Autumn as the trees around the town turn into incredible shades of 

yellow, orange and red. But pop in any time of year for a wander! Below are a few 

things worth doing in and around the town:  
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Stroll down the main town centre– This is probably the best thing to do in 

Arrowtown. Park your car and take a stroll along the main street. Witness 

buildings that look like they are directly from a museum or a historical theme 

park. The buildings are colourful and themed around the pioneering days. 

Remember the camera!  

Historical Chinese settlement– Learn about Arrowtown’s gold mining history 

by taking a stroll around the restored and recreated Chinese Settlement. Chinese 

gold miners were forced to set up their huts along the banks at the edge of town. 

Access the settlements off Buckingham Street down towards the water.  

Visit Patagonia Chocolates- Award-winning mouth-watering ice-cream and 

sorbets, deserts, hot chocolate, coffee, gourmet chocolates anyone? Pop into this 

gorgeous café located on Ramshaw Lane opposite the river for a treat to enjoy 

dining in or takeaway.  
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Lakes District Museum– If a stroll down the main centre isn’t enough of a 

history fix head into the award-winning museum to learn more about early 

European and Māori settlement in the area. Take a look at the exhibits and learn 

about the gold rush era as well as enjoy the attached art gallery. Located along 

the main street (Buckingham Street).  

Dunedin 
Swap alpine mountain peaks for tranquil beaches! Dunedin is the biggest city in 

Otago and full of rich history. It is a historical Scottish settlement filled with 

quirky, arty, bustling vibes. The Victorian Era buildings around the place add to 

its unique charm but perhaps the highlight of the area is the nearby beaches 

and wildlife. Located on State Highway 1 Dunedin is definitely worth checking 

out on your roadie! Even if you only stop for a coffee! Below are a few activities 

and places to visit:  
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Port Chalmers- A 20-minute drive from Dunedin takes you to this charming 

little harbourside town. It has an arty creative culture with galleries and relaxing 

eateries. It is quite a bustling place with Dunedin locals taking weekend trips out 

here, and before COVID-19 it was a busy cruise ship port. Take a walk around and 

soak up the atmosphere!  

Long Beach- (dog friendly) Fancy a spot of rock climbing? If that is your thing 

then Long Beach, 30 minutes north of Dunedin is an epic place to play. For the 

rest of us enjoy the long white sandy beach and the coastal caves. I have 

included the directions from the Department of Conservation below, so you 

don’t get lost! 

“From Port Chalmers turn left onto Borlases Road, right onto Blueskin Road, 

right onto Heyward Point Road, left onto Purakaunui Road, then right onto 

Mihiwaka Road and down to Beach Road.”  

Larnach Castle– located on the Otago Peninsula is a unique castle built 

between 1871 and 1874. It is definitely worth a visit for the interesting Victorian 

décor, gardens and stunning views over the Otago peninsula. Make sure to head 

up the tower for the best view! The cost is $35 adult, child 5-14 $12 infants free 

located at 145 Camp Road. 

Tunnel Beach- A place to take your breath away with dramatic cliffs and rock 

arches. The rocky coastline has a 2km return walk that takes around 1 hour 

(depending on how long you want to enjoy the area). Access the walk off 

Blackhead Road in South Dunedin. And remember the camera!  

Drive up Baldwin Street– The steepest residential street in the world is worth a 

trip while in Dunedin! There isn’t much to say except that it is a super steep 

street and there are a couple of random events held here each year including the 

Jaffa Race during the Cadbury Chocolate Carnival.  

Surfing- Most of the beaches in and around Dunedin have awesome surfing 

opportunities. If you have your own board, you are spoilt for choice. If you do not, 

head to St Clair for a surfing experience with Esplanade Surf School. They have 
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options for beginner to advanced. A group lesson is $45 and an individual lesson 

is $95.  

Signal Hill Walk– A beautiful spot to see a panoramic view of Dunedin city, the 

harbour and peninsula. I highly recommend going here (you can also drive) to 

get your bearings and see Dunedin from up high.  Access the walk by starting in 

the Botanical Gardens, then walk up Opoho Road until you see Signal Hill Road 

sign. Follow the road all the way to the top!   

Nearby Hidden Spot 

Waikouaiti (32 minutes North of Dunedin) – There are plenty of beaches to soak 

up in the Otago region. But Waikouaiti is definitely a hidden gem that only locals 

seem to know about. The beach here is 4km of golden sand delight. The entire 

place has a classic kiwi holiday like feel. I highly recommend stopping here to 

take the dog for a beach walk, walking around the lagoon or having a picnic!  

Karitane – Just around the corner from Waikouaiti is a small fishing village and 

an epic local surfing beach. Even if you don’t surf this is a beautiful spot to enjoy. 

Take a walk, have a picnic and soak up the numerous bird and sea life. Sea lions 

are often spotted on the beach! The most well-known walk in the area is around 

Huriawa Peninsula where you are likely to see fur seals or sea lions. Just walk 

towards the peninsula from the beach. 

Moeraki  
A little seaside town 1 hours’ drive north of Dunedin off State Highway 1. It is 

worth popping in to soak up the golden sand beaches, wander around the 

village, spot some seals and of course visit the bizarre Moeraki Boulders. Below 

are few things to do in and around the village:   
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Walk along the beach- The golden sand beach is a peaceful place to wander at 

any time of the year. Enjoy the rocks at the end of the beach and look down on 

the quiet seaside town.  

Visit the boulders- A natural wonder and what Moeraki is famous for. The 

boulders are a bunch (about 50) of spherical rock shapes on a Koeohe beach and 

are culturally significant to Māori. They are a great place to go with kids and take 

photos. The best photo opportunity is at sunrise! Access down Moeraki Boulders 

Road.  

Kaka Point lighthouse- I have never seen so many seals together in a paddock 

before. Kaka Point lighthouse is a beautiful coastal walk about 10 minutes to a 

little peninsular to enjoy the wildlife. You cannot access the lighthouse itself as it 

is blocked off. But (hopefully) you see a bunch of seals! It is also home to yellow-

eyed penguins, however, I did not see them when I went there. Remember to 

stay a good distance away from any wildlife. Access the walk via Kaka Point 

Lighthouse car park down lighthouse road.  
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Deep sea fishing– Moeraki is an awesome place to enjoy a deep-sea fishing trip! 

Catch a range of different fish including delicious Blue Cod all while soaking up 

the beautiful scenery. Check out Moeraki Fishing Charters while you are in the 

seaside town. Or, call 0800 663 7254 to check out prices and arrange a booking.  

Oamaru 
On State Highway 1, 1.5 hours’ drive north of Dunedin is a historical town worth 

checking out. Little Blue Penguins, Steam Punk, Victorian architecture and a 

stunning harbour call this place home. Most people drive directly through 

Oamaru on their road trip, but I suggest stopping by even just for a walk through 

the historical precinct! Below are a few things worth checking out:  

Steampunk HQ- This pretty random and unusual interactive museum. They 

have some crazy inventions and art that will make you feel like you have 

embarked on a Victorian futuristic time travelling adventure. I can’t really 

describe this place. You need to see it for yourself! The cost is adult $10, child $2 

(under 16). Access the museum on Tyne Street.  

Visit the Penguins– A colony of little Blue Penguins (the smallest penguin in the 

world) live in Oamaru! They are best seen at dusk from around 8 pm when they 

make their way in from the sea. You view the penguins from the grandstand (it 

sits 350 people). The cost is $40 per adult and $25 per child (5-17 years). Located 

along Waterfront road, 5 minutes from the town centre. But if you want to see 

them for FREE head to the marina in Timaru (1 hour drove North).  

Have a drink- Calling all craft beer lovers! Enjoy a delicious drop at Scotts 

Brewery in a beautiful setting overlooking the ocean. Grab a taster, gourmet 

pizza, take a tour or simply enjoy a beer at the old warehouse and beer garden. 

Located at 1 Wansbeck Street.  

Bowling- I remember going here a lot as a kid because Timaru does not have a 

bowling area! Anyway, Oamaru is home to an awesome eight-lane tenpin 

bowling area in The Galleon Family Complex off the main highway. Apart from 
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enjoying bowling try an arcade game or have a bite to eat! The cost is $12 per 

adult, Teen (13-17) $10 and (Child under 12) $8. Call (03) 437 0128 or check out their 

website to make a booking or try your luck and pop in!  

Eat Cheese- Oamaru is home to Whitestone cheese! You may have seen this 

brand in the supermarket before. They make a variety of cheeses that I can’t 

possibly name them all. See for yourself by popping in for a guided tour ($30) or 

stroll through the factory shop or even grab a cheese platter and glass of wine! 

Located at 3 Torridge Street open 7 days.  

Accommodation recommendations  
Camping, camping and more camping. Get your fix in Otago! There are so many 

absolutely picturesque campsites to choose from. But there are also some 
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incredible, unique and historical accommodation options to choose from. My 

best picks are outlined below!  

Camping 

Twelve Mile Delta– (dog friendly) a 15-minute drive out of Queenstown on the 

way to Glenorchy is a spacious basic campsite with 100 spaces. It is a cheap 

option to base yourself for a night or two while exploring the area. It is quite a 

beautiful campsite on the shores of Lake Wakatipu surrounded by regenerating 

forest. It is also really close to nearby walks including Mt Crichton and Bobs Cove. 

Basic facilities with toilets and drinking water. No bookings required as it is a first 

come first served campsite. Cost is $15 per adult $7.50 per child (5-17) infants free.  

Albert Town– A picturesque campsite right next to the Clutha and Hawea river 

only 5 minutes’ drive from Wanaka. There is a wide-open space with plenty of 

parking options. Located just off State Highway 6 in Albert Town. Limited 

facilities but they are clean. $10 per person, first come first served!  

Glendhu Bay Motor Camp- A little slice of paradise only 10-minutes’ drive from 

Wanaka. Enjoy picture perfect settings in a classic Kiwi camping ground. 

Glendhu Bay Motor Camp have powered and unpowered camping options as 

well as a lodge and cabin. If you can, try and get the closest camp spots to the 

lake for a million dollar view without the price tag! Cost is $19 per adult and $9 

per child.  

Kingston campsite- A beautiful campsite for self-contained vehicles on the 

shore of Lake Wakatipu. It looks too good to be FREE! Toilets are clean and there 

is space for 50 sites. Access the camping ground off State Highway 6 on the way 

to Kingston.  

Pinders Pond- A random and off the grid feeling campsite that is FREE for both 

self-contained and not! Located 5.2k from Roxburgh this is a great campsite to 

stay the night when you need a break from driving! Pinders Pond is a deep man-
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made lake that looks like a giant hole in the ground. Even if you don’t stay here it 

is a lovely scenic picnic spot.  

Lindis Pass Historic Hotel-  An awesome campsite right next to the remnants of 

the historic Lindis Pass hotel. Located off State Highway 8 in the Lindis Valley 

down Old Faithful Road. It is FREE for both self-contained and not! There are 16 

unpowered sites and just toilets. The only annoying thing is that it is located 

down 6km of gravel road and the turn off can be hard to spot! Keep your eyes 

peeled!  

Other Accommodation options  

Black Sheep Backpackers Queenstown- Most backpackers feel crowded but 

this one was clean, quiet and comfortable. One of the cheapest backpackers in 

Queenstown with the best facilities - There is a hot tub! Black Sheep 

Backpackers is located very central just a 2-minute walk from the Queenstown 

Gardens.  They have a range of room options including dorm beds, triple rooms, 

family rooms, double, twin and deluxe options!  

The Camp in Lake Hawea- I picked this spot because they have glamping 

options as well as an on-site food truck! Winning! But it is a perfect location right 

beside Lake Hawea. If you are not keen on glamping I am sure you will find 

something for your needs at The Camp as they have tent sites, cabins, powered 

sites, cottages and a holiday house to choose from.  

The Criterion Hotel Oamaru– Why not stay in Oamaru’s most photographed 

building? Soak up the Victorian style rooms and jump back in time. Plus enjoy a 

meal and or a beverage! Perfectly located in the Victorian area of Oamaru.  

Larnach Castle- located on the same grounds as New Zealand’s only castle. 

There are three luxurious accommodation options to choose from at Larnach 

Lodge & Stable Stay. Apart from the grounds and boutique accommodation 

options enjoy panoramic views of the Otago Peninsula and makes sure to 

reserve to have dinner in the castle!   
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Oasis Yurt Lodge Wanaka– The name says it all. Enjoy a relaxing stay in fairy-

tale like surroundings at Oasis Yurt Lodge. They usually cater to groups and 

events but they open for individual bookings on the last weekend of every 

month and during School Holidays. Located at 79 Riverbank Road just a 5-

minute drive from Wanaka.  

Hulbert House Queenstown – A luxury boutique lodge in a restored Victorian 

villa. They have six rooms to choose from all with their own unique style. You can 

choose from a lake view room or garden view. If you have the cash then this is 

the place to splash! Hulbert House is located at 68 Ballarat Street only a couple of 

minutes’ walk to the main town centre.  

Camp Glenorchy- A unique eco retreat in the heart of Glenorchy named in Time 

Magazine’s 2019 World's 100 Greatest Places. Camp Glenorchy is truly amazing. 

Stroll around the grounds and in the main building to see the magnificent 

architecture and design and learn all about its making. The great thing is while 

they do have luxury options, they also have something for everyone including, 

bunk huts, and powered and non-powered camping sites.  

Glam Camping Queenstown- Another incredible glamping stay! Glam Camping 

is located on well-maintained grassy paddocks overlooking Moke Lake close to 

Queenstown. Featuring glamping tents and domes in a picture-perfect setting. It 

really is a perfect place to escape the hustle and bustle of life!    

The Perfect day in Otago  
Otago can look completely different in each season. During winter it can be 

home to some of the coldest temperatures in the country and the complete 

opposite in summer! Picking the perfect day really depends on when you are 

visiting. Outlined below are the perfect days in summer and winter.  

Summer  
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Picture the wind in your hair, sun shining down on your face and wine in your 

belly. There is no better way to spend a summers day! Take a wine by bike tour 

with Around The Basin and spend the day cruising around the Gibbston Wine 

Region. They will pick you up from your accommodation in Queenstown and 

take you into the Kawarau Suspension Bridge to begin riding. They then return 

you back to your accommodation. Of course, dinner has to be Fergburger and 

then either continue the drinking activities or take a dip in the lake to freshen 

up! Awesome! 

Winter 

The perfect day in Otago during winter is best spent enjoying the slopes. The 

best place to be during winter is either Queenstown or Wanaka. I have chosen 

Queenstown for the activities you can do after skiing.  

Start the day by waking up at an accommodation option of your choice, I 

suggest Black Sheep Backpackers (budget friendly). Wander down through the 

gardens for a scenic walk, grab a coffee and some breakfast in the town to start 

the day right. Then make your way to Coronet Peak ski field by either catching a 

shuttle from the town centre of self-driving. Enjoy your day on the slopes and 

make sure to stop for a mulled wine at one of the bars at the resort.  

Head back down to your accommodation for a quick shower and recharge 

before popping down to Fergburger for dinner. Then, head into the Onsen Hot 

Pools for some well-deserved relaxation! Bliss!  

If you are not a skier that’s cool! I suggest spending the day in Queenstown 

soaking up the views from the waterfront and taking one or two of the walking 

options. You could hike to Mount Crichton and Bobs Cove in the day and then 

head into Fergburger and the hot pools!   
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Southland  

 Suggested time: 

4 DAYS/ 3 NIGHTS MINIMUM 

The South of the South is a sparsely populated destination and home to some of 

the best scenery in the country. With endless beautiful vistas and multiple 

waterfalls, Southland is a place like no other! Heard of Milford Sound? Stewart 

Island? You will find them in Southland as well as many other outstanding 
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destinations. There’s plenty of things to see and do, you will be spoilt for choice 

and may have a hard time deciding exactly what to accomplish during your 

roadie. Below are a few of the best destinations to discover! 

Milford Sound  
Rainforests, giant mountain peaks, waterfalls, crystal clear water, seals, penguins, 

unforgettable scenery and out of this world photo spots call this place home. If 

you are going anywhere in Southland it is compulsory to pop in and see what all 

the fuss is about (3.5-hour drive from Queenstown). Situated in the Fiordland 

National Park in the southwestern corner of the South Island, a popular day trip 

from Queenstown (in the Otago region).  

A few places to stop along the Milford road:   

Mirror Lake - If you have looked up any photos of Milford Sound, I am sure these 

lakes have caught your eye. If not, they are tiny little pools that reflect the 

surrounding mountains on a good day. It is quite a popular Instagram photo 

opportunity! The viewing platforms are located 30 seconds walk from the road 

and well worth the stop if the weather is nice. 
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Falls Creek - Falls creek isn’t so much a creek but rather a rushing, turquoise 

blue waterfall that meets a beautiful river at the bottom of dark, rocky faced 

mountains. If you want to see a beautiful NZ waterfall then look no further. 

The Chasm-  A powerful body of water rushing through avatar-like rock 

structures that makes a sound like thunder! The viewing platform for the 

waterfall is above the water giving you a fantastic glimpse into its strength. The 

walk says 20 minutes but is more like 5-10 and is a well-paved easy path you 

could walk in sandals.  

Milford Swing – In Milford Sound itself you will find a wooden two person swing 

to play on and take a beautiful photo of the fiord and mountains in the 

background! The Swing is kind of “infamous” and is not on the local Milford 

Sound visitor centre information map, and rather hard to find! To access the 

swing park at the visitor centre and walk towards the Foreshore walk. Continue 

over the bridge and a short time in the forest you will see a beach to the right. 

Walk onto it and then you should see the swing further down the beach in the 

trees.   

Activities to try:  

A cruise- There are many cruise options to choose from and they last anywhere 

from 1 hour 45 minutes to 3 hours or even overnight if you choose. They all offer 

similar services but some differ slightly. For example, there is a nature cruise 

focusing on spotting wildlife, smaller boat cruises for intimate experiences and 

Go Orange offer craft beer on board. It really doesn’t matter what cruise option 

you choose but the more intimate smaller boats provide a more relaxing 

experience. Just pop onto GrabOne around the time of your visit and find the 

cheapest cruise!  

Kayaking- A unique way to experience Milford Sound if you are keen on a bit of a 

workout. Kayaking gives you a different perspective than a boat cruise or flight. 

The kayaking guides are also really knowledgeable and help you learn more 
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about your surroundings and the wildlife you encounter! Check out Rosco’s for 

more details.  

Hiking- You are spoilt for choice when it comes to walking options in and around 

Milford Sound. There are 3 incredible great walks located nearby discussed 

below. But for short day options, I recommend hiking to Lake Marion or Key 

Summit.  

Day hikes:  

Lake Marion - Accessing the lake requires a short hike taking 3 hours return and 

is possible to do in a day if you are not taking a cruise. The lake is well known for 

its photo opportunities as the beautiful Alpine lake. Access the lake via Marion 

Corner just off the Highway to Lake Marion carpark.  

Key Summit - Key Summit is an epic day walk and probably one of the most 

popular things to do in Milford Sound taking around 3 hours return. It is a part of 

the popular Routeburn track but is definitely doable while driving along the 

Milford Road. Access Key Summit at a place called The Divide (85 kilometres 

along the Milford Road. (Keep your eyes peeled for the sign).  

Overnight hikes:  

Milford Track- Perhaps the most famous Great Walk in NZ. The hike is 53.5 km 

and takes you up close to grand waterfalls, glacier valleys, and thick and luscious 

rainforests. The Milford Track hike takes 4 days to complete and you must book 

all the huts, no skipping ahead! To access the Milford Track you will need to catch 

a water taxi (1 hour 15 mins) from Te Anau Downs.  

The Routeburn- Is probably the most popular track for the photogenic scenery 

taking you from Mt Aspiring National Park to Fiordland National Park (or reverse). 

Mt Aspiring National Park is full of alpine scenery whereas Fiordland is dense 

forest full of waterfalls. The Routeburn hike is 33 km and most people take 

between 2-3 days to complete it. One end of the hike is along The Divide along 

the Milford Road and the other end is accessed from Glenorchy.   
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Scenic flight – If there is one place in the country to splash some cash Milford 

Sound is it. The scenic flight options can be taken by helicopter or plane. The 

flights soar between the majestic mountains and into the Southern Alps. Most of 

these flights start in Queenstown! And you can even pair them with landing on 

the Fox and or Franz Josef glacier!  

NEARBY HIKE: The Kepler- I always think of the Kepler track as the one with the 

big hill. It is arguably the hardest of the Great Walks in the South Island but still 

extremely beautiful with alpine views and walking along tussock covered 

ridgelines. The track is a 60km circuit starting and ending near Te Anau. A 

popular way to access it is to park at one of the carparks and catch a shuttle to 

the other to start the track. The Kepler track takes 3-4 days to complete. 

Doubtful Sound  
Doubtful Sound is known as Milford Sound’s cousin. No less photogenic as it is 

home to tranquil views, incredible waterfalls, mystical surroundings and wildlife 

encounters. It is less popular as Milford Sound because it is a little more 

expensive to get to. You need to take a 45-minute cruise across Lake Manapouri 
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and a 30-minute bus trip over Wilmot Pass to access the sound! Below are a few 

activities worth trying:  

Cruise- A cruise takes you through the fiord all the way out to the Tasman Sea 

(weather permitting). Along the way see granite peaks, waterfalls and hopefully 

seals.  This will take you around 7 hours. Doubtful Sound has a few different arms 

and you will get to explore different scenery on the way home. Due to COVID-19, I 

suggest Real Journeys as they provide a professional, friendly service and are 

currently operating. Also, if you are travelling in the off-season Real Journeys 

usually have discount options.  

Kayak- Just like Milford Sound, experiencing Doubtful Sound by kayak is a 

unique experience with a different perspective than boat or flight. You get right 

up close to the dramatic landscapes, coves and vast wilderness. The tour 

operators vary in time but are around 2.5 – 3hours. The prices are similar across 

operators but Real Journeys offer a service from Te Anau. I suggest Go Orange or 

Real Journeys. But if I had to pick I would go with Real Journeys because their 

tour is 3 hours whereas Go Orange is 2.5.  

Scenic flight- Similar to Milford Sound, a Doubtful Sound kayak can be done via 

plane or helicopter. The tours are something out of a fairytale taking you close to 

waterfalls down rainforest valleys, alpine lakes even landing in some of the most 

picture perfect locations. Tour operators run from Te Anau, Queenstown and 

Glenorchy.  For a small plane flight, I suggest going with Fly Fiordland as they 

offer a range of flight options even a short 25-minute flight for $250. For 

helicopter I suggest Southern Lakes Helicopters or Fiordland Helicopters, they 

offer similar services for $600-$700 NZD.  

Nearby Hidden Spot 

Manapouri -  25 minutes from Te Anau is a quiet and magical lake with one of 

the quirkiest campsites (described below). The lake is known as being very pretty 

with 33 islands throughout it! There is also a variety of hidden coves to explore 
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and perhaps the reason I loved it the most was for the giant mountain backdrop. 

If you have the time the 4 hour Manapouri track is worth a stop for the beautiful 

beech forest and view over the majestic lake.   

The Catlins  

The Catlins are a rugged untouched part of NZ often kept off people’s “must-see” 

lists. Why? Because the Catlins are not a part of the usual tourist route and I 

think the locals like it that way! Located in the south-eastern corner of the South 

Island between Balclutha and Invercargill. You will want to spend at least a day 

exploring the lush waterfalls, remote and stunning beaches and abundant 

wildlife! Below are a few places worth seeing:  

Nugget Point-  A stunning location to look out at the ocean and nugget like rock 

structures. It is also home to a range of wildlife including seals, various sea birds 

and yellow eyed penguins. 10 kilometres south of Kaka Point is the entry to 

Nugget Point. Start in Kaimātaitai carpark (down the Coast Road which is gravel). 
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The walk to the viewing platform and lighthouse is 10-20 minutes down a well 

paved track. 

Purakanui Falls- NZ’s most photographed waterfall. You’ll soon see why it is so 

popular due to the three-tiered bridal-like falls that flow rapidly down the rocks 

after a good amount of rainfall. To get to Purakanui falls head down Purakanui 

Falls road (unsealed) which can be accessed from Papatowai Highway or, 

Warnock Road. Either way, the falls are signposted and the walk from the 

carpark is just 5-10 minutes!  

Curio Bay- Home to yellow eyed penguins that you can see in the evenings or 

early morning as well as an incredible petrified forest! (a whole forest that was 

burnt down and is now preserved as fossils). 

Cathedral Caves- Enormous sea caves that you can walk into. The caves are 

located 15km south of Papatowai village and well signposted. The turn off to the 

caves is 2km long. Be careful on the 2km road because it is unsealed and full of 

potholes! 

You are required to pay $5 per person to access the caves which can be paid to 

the person managing the car park. This is due to the fact the pathway down to 

the caves crosses Māori freehold land. The Caves are open for visiting between 

late October and May. Sometimes spring tides delay the opening a few weeks.  

You can only access the caves one and a half hours before low tide and up to one 

hour after low tide. It is not accessible before 7.30 am or after 8.30 pm. 

Lost Gypsy Caravan Gallery- This is a truly unique experience that will leave you 

flabbergasted at the interesting inventions Blair Somerville has put together. His 

gallery has no entry fee! As you enter the caravan you will be greeted with 

numerous, quirky, gizmos that are guaranteed to make you smile. Perhaps you 

want to see more? Head into the garden gallery for more goodies for just a small 

fee of $8-$10 but, sorry kids! It’s adults only! Also, a coffee shack just below the 

bus awaits! The gallery is located on Papatowai Highway and is hard to miss. 

The hours of operation are: In Summer: 10 am to 5 pm (closed on Wednesdays). 
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Stewart Island  
A remote little Island 30 kilometres across the Foveaux Strait from Bluff. It is so 

small that the post office is also the airport. Wild waves, dense bush, picture-

perfect beaches, incredible wildlife and the Kiwi bird call this place home! It is an 

untouched destination to get a great glimpse at the native beauty of New 

Zealand. I highly recommend taking the time to pop over and see it for yourself. 

Just remember the insect repellent!  

The most popular way to get to Stewart Island is via a ferry from Bluff across 

Foveaux Strait to Oban in Halfmoon Bay. The ride takes 1 hour and costs $89 per 

adult $45 per child, one way with Stewart Island Experience. The other option is 

to fly from Invercargill to Oban. Which costs $225 return per adult, Child (4-14) 

$140 and under 4’s are free with Stewart Island Flights.  

A few places to go:  
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Mason’s Bay- Grab a charter flight and spot a kiwi! It is home to the largest 

known population of Rakiura Tokoeka. The flight lands on the beautiful dune and 

tussock filled beach. Stay the night in the 20- bunk hut and venture out at night 

to spot a Kiwi! Just remember to take a red light torch and a windproof jacket!  

Ulva island – A beautiful island surrounded by incredible forest. It is a great place 

to see a variety of birds as it is a pest-free sanctuary. You will need to get a water 

taxi to get to Ulva Island as it is located just south of Stewart Island. The ferry 

departs from Golden Bay (1km from Oban). No bookings are required. Just look 

for the blue boat.  

Departure times from Golden Bay: 9am, 10am, 12pm, 2pm, 4pm. Daily.  

Cost: $20 return adults and $10 return child.  

Activities to try:  

Hiking - There are many hiking options to choose from including one of the 10 

Great Walks. The Rakiura track takes you around a portion of the coast. Hopefully, 

you might even spot a Kiwi! The hike starts just out of Oban (the main town on 

the Island) in Lee Bay (5km from Oban) and is a loop track taking between 2-3 

days full of beautiful beach vistas, podocarp forest, native birds and untouched 

scenery! You can walk a section of the track as long as you choose.  

Other short options worth trying include Horseshoe Point track 3-4 hours return 

from Rakiura National Park Visitor Centre. A lovely walk for stunning coastal 

views along cliffs to enjoy pure white sandy beaches. As well as Fuchsia and 

Raroa walks (1-hour return from the visitor centre) taking you through magical 

natural forest.  

Visit the museum- Stewart Island is a very historical place where Māori lived and 

hunted Moa. It was a location where many interactions between European and 

Māori took place in the earlier years particularly with sealers and whalers. It is 

definitely worth a visit to learn a thing or two about the unique island! Located at 
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11 main road open 10 am – 3 pm daily. The cost is $10 per adult and free for 

children under 15.  

Visit the pub – South Sea Hotel is an iconic place to visit in Stewart Island. 

Located along the foreshore in Oban. A picture perfect place to grab a delicious 

bite to eat for breakfast, lunch or dinner!   

Fishing charter- Even if you are not into fishing this is a fun and exciting day 

out. There is a range of fish species to catch including the delicious Blue Cod that 

you can even take home. Pop into the Visitor Centre to learn more.  

Swimming with sharks- Fancy getting up close to Great White Sharks? You can 

go cage diving in the Foveaux Strait from Bluff! While technically this is not in 

Stewart Island, it is on the way there. From $300+. Check out Shark Experience 

for more details or pop in and see them at 64 Gore Street, Bluff.  

E-bike- Nothing beats soaking up remarkable scenery on a bike and not even 

having to pedal that hard is an extra bonus. There is 30km of road in Stewart 

Island to explore! Visit Stewart Island Electric Bikes, located at 4 Main road and 

get your bike on!  

Their opening hours are:  

Summer: 9-10am 1-2pm 4-5pm, 7 Days a Week 

Winter: 4-5 pm, 7 Days and on Call 

Nearby Hidden Spots 

Southland needs its own section as these are not nearby any of the above 

recommendations! 

Clifden Caves– A  bit of a locals secret is visiting glow worms at Clifden caves (for 

free!). Journey through limestone caves for 1-2 hours on a self-guided adventure 

walking up and down ladders and between the unique cave structures to see 
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stalactites and glow worms.  Make sure to bring a headlamp and non-slip shoes. 

Also make sure to keep an eye on the weather and do not go after heavy rain.  

Access the caves: 1 km north-east of Clifden/Blackmount on the corner of Clifden 

Gorge Road. You should see a signpost opposite the car park indicating the cave 

entrance (DOC) 

Southern Light spotting – The further south you get, the more chance you have 

of catching the Aurora Australis (also called the Southern Lights). You have the 

most chance of seeing them from March to September as the nights are longer. 

But make sure it is a clear night if you are going spotting! A local Southlander, 

Alice Milne from Alice Adventuring suggested to try and look out for them on 

Stewart Island, in the Catlins, Oreti Beach near Invercargill or Bluff Hill - the South 

Island’s southernmost point looking towards Stewart Island.  

Monkey Island – A beautiful beach stop at the bottom of the South (1 hour from 

Invercargill). The area is well known for having some of the most stunning 
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sunsets in New Zealand and some of the longest days! The beach is long and 

wide and a great spot for a walk, sandcastle building and motorbike riding. The 

little island called Monkey Island is a neat place to explore. You can access the 

island by foot at low tide and enjoy a glimpse at the Fiordland mountains. You 

can even camp here for free!  

Stop in Mandeville- On a road trip sometimes it is nice to just stroll into a cute 

little town and grab a coffee, right? Miss Cocoa Coffee Café in Mandeville is one 

of those places. Located in a historical railway hotel building you are sure to find 

amazing food and coffee!  Mandeville is probably not on your ideal itinerary but if 

you are travelling on State Highway 74 I highly recommend popping in and 

seeing this town known for the Croydon Aviation Heritage Centre. You might 

even see a Tiger Moth plane flying overhead!  

Gemstone Beach- The name says it all! You can find gemstones and Gemstone 

Beach after heavy rain. However, you have to know what you are looking for as 

they look like normal rocks. But, the beach has an array of beautiful coloured 

rocks to see. Access the beach on your way to or from the Catlins, just out of 

Orepuki.  

Accommodation Recommendations  
There are many incredible places to stay throughout the Southland region 

especially if you are keen on camping. You can park up to million dollar views 

without the price tag! Finding accommodation really depends on your budget 

and where you intend to go. Outlined below are some of the best camping spots 

I have stayed at and other places that come highly recommended.  

Camping 

Milford Lodge- This is quite a popular accommodation option because of the 

tranquil surroundings. It is the only accommodation option in Milford Sound and 

a beauty at that. Milford Sound Lodge have riverside chalets, mountain view 
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chalets and a beautiful rainforest campervan park for caravans. It really is a luxury 

place to stay and perfect to unwind after exploring Milford Sound! Just beware in 

winter it is really shady.  

Cascade Creek campsite- Perhaps the best campsite along the Milford Road. It 

has lots of space to stay (120 spots) with clean modern toilets and fresh drinking 

water. Also, it is the closest DOC campground to Milford Sound making the 

location ideal! Cost is $15 per adult (18+), $7.50 per child (5-17) and infants (0-4) 

free.  

Papatowai Campsite – In the Catlin’s is a cozy little campground in an open 

grass field bordered by hedges just minutes’ walk to the golden sandy beach. It 

costs $8 per person per night at a self-registration booth. It has very basic 

facilities with a toilet & kitchen but a great open space to park your vehicle. There 

is a little convenience store at the entrance of the camp which is rather pricey 

but good if you need a few supplies. (just remember the insect repellent).  

Monkey Bay campsite- Monkey Island, located in the Southland region is a 

beautiful campsite to park up for a night or two. The little island called Monkey 

Island is a neat place to explore. You can access the island by foot at low tide and 

enjoy a glimpse at the Fiordland mountains. The facilities are simple with a toilet 

block that is well maintained. There are spots for vans as well as tents. It is quite a 

popular spot so be prepared to share it with other campers! Also, don’t get 

confused with the day and overnight parking. The day parking is basically a 

gravel car park whereas the camping is mainly on grass! Look for the signs. 

Located by the town Orepuki 1 hour from Invercargill. (Remember to pack the 

windproof jacket as it is very windy here).  

Other accommodation options  

Fiordland Lodge- Fancy a dash of luxury? Fiordland Lodge is for you! They have 

a restaurant, open architecture and are well known for their impeccable 

hospitality and it overlooks the stunning Lake Te Anau. 
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Victoria Railway Hotel- Located in Invercargill is this grand Edwardian style 

hotel, it is right in the heart of Invercargill and hard to miss! The Victoria Railway 

Hotel is a unique stay mainly for the outside of the building but inside has a 

vintage like feel. It is rated 4 stars and has great food! 

Manapōuri Motels and Holiday Park- The park has character like the owners! 

Filled with vintage decor, rustic artwork, old-fashioned cars and an 80's arcade 

game room and an incredible camping spot right next to the highway 

overlooking the lake. Manapouri Motels and Holiday Park also have motels and 

cabins to choose from.  

Te Anau Lake View Holiday Park- A nice place to stay for a night overlooking 

the stunning Lake Te Anau. Te Anau Lake View Holiday Park is situated right on 

the shore and has a variety of options to suit your need. Including, camping, 

motels, cabins and backpackers and single private accommodation. A walk along 

the lakefront to the town centre is just 2 km.   

The perfect day in Southland  
A perfect day in Southland is hard to choose because of all the incredible 

destinations to explore. But if I had to pick just one day to go gallivanting around 

the area, I would spend it exploring Milford Sound.  

Start by waking up in the beautiful town of Te Anau. I suggest staying at the Te 

Anau Lake View Holiday Park for its location and scenery. Then begin your drive 

down the epic Milford Road highway and stop at a few of the best spots 

including Mirror Lakes, Falls Creek, The Chasm and in Milford Sound, the Milford 

Swing! Then, take an afternoon cruise on the fiord itself! Or, even better, go 

overnight! 

If you are not doing an overnight cruise then camp at one of the many beautiful 

campsites along the Milford Road or for a touch of luxury spend a night at Milford 

Lodge either in the campervan park or at one of the chalets. The next day drive 
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back along the Milford Road and either stay in Te Anau, head into Manapouri or 

get your hiking shoes on and complete one of the great walks! Awesome! 

Itineraries 
Welcome to the itineraries section! Below you will find itineraries for 7 days, 10 

days and 14 days! All of the road trips start and end in Christchurch. 

Understandably, you may not be starting your journey from Christchurch. If that 

is the case, simply switch the days around and start at your preferred destination. 

For example, on day 3 of the 14-day itinerary, the drive is from Queenstown to 

Milford Sound. You might be starting your trip in Queenstown. All you need to do 

is begin your day 1 from there!  

These itineraries are good to go! Meaning you can follow them specifically or, you 

can use them as inspiration alongside the information in this book. However, I 

highly encourage you to tailor them to your specific interests and ideas and even 

mix and match some of the itineraries below. It’s your road trip after all!  

Before you dig in:  

Most of the tour options and accommodation recommendations will need to be 

booked in advance. Make sure to read the itinerary before you set off and plan 

accordingly! 

All the best on your road trip!  

7 day  
Day 1: Christchurch –Punakaiki (3 hours 50 minutes’ drive)  

Arrive in Christchurch to start your day in the South Islands biggest city. Drive 

into the CBD (park your car at The Crossing) to experience the fascinating 

earthquake rebuild and admire the cutting-edge architecture and quirky 
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eateries. Pop into Little High and Riverside Market for a coffee and bite to eat. 

Don’t spend too long as you have a 3hour 50-minute drive ahead of you!  

Around mid-morning to lunchtime begin your scenic drive to the West Coast. If 

you are hungry stop in Sheffield for an award-winning pie. Arrive in Arthurs Pass 

to admire the view and stretch the legs. Drive to the Viaduct Lookout at Death's 

Corner about 8km west of Arthur's Pass Village to see a cheeky kea or 3!  

Arrive in Greymouth and head down to Monteith’s Brewery for a beverage and 

bite to eat or, take a wee stroll around the town. Get your supermarket supplies 

from here for the night if you haven’t already. Then head North for 35 minutes 

and arrive at your accommodation in Punakaiki. If you feel like it, head into the 

Pancake Rocks walk for a wander, especially if it is high tide otherwise save that 

for the morning. Cook your own dinner or pop into the Tavern.   

Punakaiki accommodation options:  

Budget & camping– Punakaiki Beach Camp  

Mid Range- Te Nikau Retreat 

Luxury- Punakaiki Resort  

Day 2: Punakaiki- Nelson (3 hours 30 minutes’ drive)  

Begin a day of scenic driving to the vibrant city at the top of the South. Cook your 

own breakfast or head to Punakaiki Pancake Rocks café. Walk the Punakaiki 

Pancake Rocks walk if this wasn’t done yesterday. Along the drive stop at the 

Buller Gorge Swing Bridge - NZ’s highest swing bridge. It is suspended 19 meters 

above the Buller river and is 110 Meters long. The cost is $10, and the short walk is 

20 minutes. Stop for a bite to eat in Murchison or have a picnic lunch at one of 

the many stops along the way.  

Arrive in Nelson just after lunch. On your way in, stop at Tahunanui Beach for a 

wander. Then head into the City centre for another stroll. Walk up the church 

steps at the bottom of Trafalgar Square to see a panoramic view of the city. Then 
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for an even better walk head to the Centre of NZ- A short 30-minute walk up a 

small hill with great views over the Tasman bay.  

Pop back down to the city centre and have a drink at The Free house- A craft 

beer pub in a small converted church. Order some Indian from the Indian Café 

across the road and either dine in or take your food back to the Free house. 

Another eatery option is East Street vegetarian café. Head to your 

accommodation with a full belly!  

Nelson accommodation options:  

Camping- Brook Valley Holiday Park  

Budget- Prince Albert Backpackers  

Mid Range- Trailways Hotel  

Luxury- Fellworth House  

Day 3: Nelson – Marahau (1 hours’ drive) 

Begin the day by popping into a café for breakfast in Nelson City such as 

Lambretta’s or The Kitchen (vegan friendly) or, cook your own. Then enjoy a 

scenic drive out to Marahau at the head of the Abel Tasman National Park.  

Take the scenic drive down the Moutere Highway and snap a photo with New 

Zealand’s oldest pub, The Moutere Inn. Along the way stop in at one of the many 

nearby wineries (I suggest Neudorf and Moutere Hills) for a tasting. Arrive in 

Motueka and get supermarket supplies if you are cooking your own dinner 

tonight/ snacks for tomorrow. If you are hungry have a bite to eat at Toad Hall or 

a doughnut at The Smoking Barrell.  

Then drive out to Kaiteriteri- a picture-perfect seaside town. Park the car and 

stroll along the beach and if the weather is nice, have a swim! Check out the 

short lookout walkway over in Little Kaiteriteri for a beautiful photo. If you are 

hungry have a giant burger from Gone Burger or grab a real fruit ice cream from 

the store. 
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Then take the windy road to Marahau and head to your accommodation. Park up 

and take a short walk into the beginning of the Abel Tasman National Park. It 

won’t take long (under 20 minutes) to reach a beautiful golden sandy beach but 

walk as long as you like through the beech forest. Head back to your 

accommodation and either cook your own food or have a giant gourmet burger 

from Fat Tui or dine in at The Park café or Hooked on Marahau.   

Marahau accommodation options:  

Camping & budget: The Barn  

Mid Range- Buena Vista Apartment  

Luxury- Serenity Lodge  

Day 4: Abel Tasman – Blenheim (2 hours 30 minutes’ drive)  

Start the day by doing a half-day adventure in the Abel Tasman National Park! If 

you are keen to walk 3-4 hours (11.4km) catch a scenic 9 am water taxi to 

Anchorage Bay. The cost is $40 (at time of writing) and book this at your 

accommodation provider or via Aqua Taxi website. Park your car at Abel Tasman 

Aqua Taxi. Be sure to stop at Apple Tree Bay for a scenic early lunch spot.  

Alternatively, instead of a water taxi and walk option take a half-day kayak trip or 

scenic boat cruise. For a kayak trip try the half-day blast with Marahau Sea 

Kayaks. The kayak section of the tour is guided and starts around 8.30 am. It 

takes you to Observation beach (just south of Anchorage bay) and then involves 

catching a water taxi back to Marahau in time for a late lunch ($155 at the time of 

writing).  

For a scenic boat cruise. Take the scenic cruise with Aqua Taxi. It departs at 9 am 

and takes 3 hours. Taking you all the way to the most Northern water taxi point 

of the park, Totaranui beach and back to Marahau. ($85 at time of writing).   

Arrive back in Marahau at around 1.30 pm no matter what tour you take and 

begin your drive to Blenheim. Make sure you take the Marahau Hill drive and 
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miss driving through Kaiteriteri as this is a quicker option. Along the drive pop 

into the beautiful seaside town of Mapua for some fish and chips, a beer from 

Golden Bear brewery or a coffee.  

Arrive in Blenheim in the late afternoon. Either head straight to your 

accommodation via the supermarket for a chilled night. Or, pop into the Dodson 

Street beer garden for some dinner and a drink in a relaxed atmosphere.  

Blenheim accommodation options:  

(You will be staying 2 nights at your accommodation option if you choose to do 

the wineries tomorrow!)  

Camping & budget- Blenheim Top 10 Holiday Park  

Mid Range- Marlborough Wine Barrel Cabins 

Luxury- The Peppertree  

Day 5: Renwick wineries or drive to Marlborough Sounds (40 

minutes’ drive through Havelock)   

Start the day by making your own breakfast or heading into town for a bite to eat 

(try CBD eatery). Wait at your accommodation to be picked up by Jo or Steve 

from Renwick Wine Tours by Bike. They will let you know all about the wineries 

to visit and where to go for lunch. They will also drop you back at your 

accommodation at whatever time you picked. Dinner is up to you! Takeaway, in 

town (try Mango for Indian) or cook your own.   

If you are not keen on exploring the wineries, then today you will head into the 

Marlborough Sounds. It takes 30 minutes to drive into Picton. Grab a coffee and 

wander around the foreshore and marina, even pop into the Edwin Fox Museum. 

If you feel like a walk, try the Tirohanga track (1-2 hours) for panoramic views over 

Picton. Make sure you have supplies for dinner if your accommodation provider 

doesn’t have any options.  
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Take the scenic Queen Charlotte Drive to Anakiwa and enjoy the beautiful village, 

even walk some of the Queen Charlotte track (walk to Davies Bay, 1.5-hour 

return). Then drive back to your accommodation along the Queen Charlotte 

Drive/Anakiwa. A cruisy day!  

Queen Charlotte drive accommodation:  

Camping- Aussie Bay, Momorangi Bay or if Self-contained try Anakiwa village 

green.   

Budget- Smiths Farm Holiday Park  

Mid Range- Waterfront Bed and Breakfast  

Luxury- The Sounds Retreat  

Day 6: Marlborough – Kaikoura (2 hours’ drive)  

If you did the wine tour yesterday, then today is your day to head into the 

Marlborough Sounds. Drive into Picton for a walk around the Foreshore and 

marina. Now you have a couple of options: 

Option 1) Journey along the Queen Charlotte Drive all the way to Anakiwa (35 

minutes’ drive one way), if you feel like a walk head into Davies Bay (1.5-hour 

return) or just admire the village. Then drive all the way back into Picton. Grab a 

bite to eat or begin the drive to Kaikoura! Once in Kaikoura head to your 

accommodation then wander down the town centre and waterfront to find 

some dinner or simply for a scenic stroll. Try some home-made ice cream from 

Poppy’s and if the museum is open pop in for a look!  

Option 2) Take an unforgettable half-day cruise into the Queen Charlotte Sound- 

(I suggest Lochmara Lodge tours or the Mail Boat. Then, drive to Kaikoura. Once 

in Kaikoura head to your accommodation then wander down the town centre 

and waterfront to find some dinner or simply for a scenic stroll. Try some home-

made ice cream from Poppy’s and if the museum is open pop in for a look! 

If you did not do the wine tour yesterday then: 

�120

https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/marlborough/places/queen-charlotte-sound-totaranui-area/things-to-do/campsites/momorangi-campsite/
https://www.booking.com/hotel/nz/smiths-farm-holiday-park.en.html?aid=1991045&no_rooms=1&group_adults=2
https://www.booking.com/hotel/nz/waterfront-bed-and-breakfast.en.html?aid=1991045&no_rooms=1&group_adults=2
https://www.booking.com/hotel/nz/the-sounds-retreat.en.html?aid=1991045&no_rooms=1&group_adults=2
https://www.lochmara.co.nz/find-us/find-contact-us/
https://www.getyourguide.com/picton-l32311/queen-charlotte-sound-mail-boat-cruise-from-picton-t179879/?partner_id=JGUNGSV&utm_medium=online_publisher&utm_source=leeannmckenzie12@gmail.com&placement=content-middle


Option 1) Enjoy a leisurely morning. Walk some of The Link Pathway and make 

your way back into Picton for a bite to eat. Then head south into Kaikoura. Take it 

easy when you arrive and wander around the town and waterfront. Try some 

home-made ice cream from Poppy’s and if the museum is open pop in for a look! 

If you have time walk some of the Peninsula walk and spot the seals! Then, grab 

some dinner in town or head to the supermarket and make your own.  

Option 2) Take an unforgettable half-day cruise- (I suggest Lochmara Lodge 

tours or the Mail Boat. Then, drive to Kaikoura. Once in Kaikoura head to your 

accommodation then wander down the town centre and waterfront to find 

some dinner or simply for a scenic stroll. Try some home-made ice cream from 

Poppy’s and if the museum is open pop in for a look!  

Kaikoura accommodation:  

Camping- Kaikoura Top 10 Holiday Park or if self-contained try Jimmy Armers 

Beach.  

Budget- Dusky Lodge and Backpackers  

Mid Range- Sierra Beachfront Motel 

Luxury- Hapuku Lodge + Tree Houses  

Day 7: Kaikoura- Christchurch (2 hours 30 minutes’ drive) 

This morning try an epic whale watching experience! Either by plane (try Wings 

over Whales from $180) or boat (try Whale Watch Kaikoura from $150). The boat 

tour takes around 3 hours and the scenic flights are a lot shorter at around 30 

minutes. You will want to take the earliest departure if doing the boat option. You 

also have the option of doing a half-day kayak tour with Kaikoura Kayaks (from 

$120 adult). Then, drive to Christchurch to finish your trip!  

If you don’t take a tour, then walk around the peninsula walk to see seals (if you 

didn’t yesterday, the walk is 3 hours return but you can walk as far as you like). 

Then when you arrive in Christchurch check out the beautiful coastal village of 
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Sumner and walk along the beach. If you have the time head over to nearby 

Taylors Mistake and do some or all of the Awaroa/Godley Head coastal walking 

trail (3 hours’ return).  

That’s your trip done!  

10 day  
Day 1: Christchurch – Kaikoura (2 hours 30 minutes’ drives)  

Arrive in Christchurch to start your day in the South Islands biggest city. Drive 

into the CBD (park your car at The Crossing) to experience the fascinating 

earthquake rebuild and admire the cutting-edge architecture and quirky 

eateries. Pop into Little High and Riverside Market for a coffee and bite to eat.  

Head out to the seaside suburb of Sumner, take a stroll along the beach and pop 

on over to Taylor’s Mistake for even better beach vistas. Walk some or all of the 

Awaroa/Godley Head coastal walking trail (3 hours return). Then, drive to 

Kaikoura.  

When you arrive in Kaikoura wander down the town centre and waterfront to 

find some dinner or simply for a scenic stroll. Try some home-made ice cream 

from Poppy’s and if the museum is open pop in for a look!  

Kaikoura accommodation:  

Camping- Kaikoura Top 10 Holiday Park or if self-contained try Jimmy Armers 

Beach.  

Budget- Dusky Lodge and Backpackers  

Mid Range- Sierra Beachfront Motel 

Luxury- Hapuku Lodge + Tree Houses  

Day 2: Kaikoura- Marlborough Sounds (2 hours’ drive)  
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Start the day with a bite to eat in the town centre, and then either head out and 

spot some seals at the peninsula walk (as long as you like, or the loop track is 3 

hours return). Or try an unforgettable whale watching experience! Either by 

plane (try Wings over Whales from $180) or boat (try Whale Watch Kaikoura from 

$150). The boat tour takes around 3 hours and the scenic flights are a lot shorter 

at around 30 minutes. Or lastly, try a half-day kayak tour with Kaikoura Kayaks 

(from $120 adult). 

Then, drive to Picton. Park the car and wander around the Foreshore and marina, 

even pop into the Edwin Fox Museum. If you feel like a walk, try the Tirohanga 

track (1-2 hours) for panoramic views over Picton. Then drive down the scenic 

Queen Charlotte Drive, stopping at all of the lookout points for photos. Stay the 

night somewhere along the drive or in Anakiwa. Remember to get supplies in 

Picton if your accommodation does not have dining options.  

Queen Charlotte drive accommodation:  

Camping- Aussie Bay, Momorangi Bay or if Self-contained try Anakiwa village 

green.   

Budget- Smiths Farm Holiday Park  

Mid Range- Waterfront Bed and Breakfast  

Luxury- The Sounds Retreat  

Day 3: Marlborough Sounds – Blenheim (50 minutes’ drive through 

Havelock)   

Today you explore the Marlborough wineries! Have a quick breakfast either at 

your accommodation or in Havelock. You will need to drive to your 

accommodation in or near Blenheim (must be within a 15km radius of Renwick). 

Wait at your accommodation to be picked up by Jo or Steve from Renwick Wine 

Tours by Bike. They will let you know all about the wineries to visit and where to 

go for lunch. They will also drop you back at your accommodation at whatever 
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time you picked. Dinner is up to you! Takeaway, in town (try Mango for Indian) or 

cook your own.   

If you are not keen on exploring the Marlborough wineries, then you get to see 

more of the Marlborough Sounds. I have two options for you: 

Option 1) Drive back into Picton and take a cruise into the Queen Charlotte 

Sound- (I suggest Lochmara Lodge tours or the Mail Boat from $80+). Stay the 

night in Picton or nearby.  

Option 2) Otherwise start the day with a walk into Davies Bay in the Queen 

Charlotte Sound (1.5-hour return from Anakiwa) and then continue to Linkwater 

and drive down the windy and beautiful Kenepuru Road past Mahau Sound. You 

will be spoilt for choice for lookout options and photo opportunities. Drive as far 

as you feel (it takes 1 hour to drive from Linkwater to Kenepuru head). Stop at The 

Portage for a bite to eat and a drink (or stay the night). Then choose where you 

would like to stay along the way. Mistletoe Bay is a neat spot to base yourself and 

explore the bay via their rental kayaks. You might even see phosphoresce in the 

water at night!  

Accommodation near Kenepuru Road:  

Camping- Cowshed Bay or Mistletoe Bay Eco Lodge  

Mid Range- Mistletoebay Eco Lodge, Lochmara Lodge or Te Mahia Bay Resort 

Luxury- Ngahere Hou or The Portage  

Picton accommodation options:  

Camping- Whatamango Bay 

Budget- Sequoia Lodge Backpackers 

Mid Range- Picton Yacht Club Hotel or Sennen House 

Luxury- McCormick House 

Blenheim accommodation options:  
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Camping & budget- Blenheim Top 10 Holiday Park  

Mid Range- Marlborough Wine Barrel Cabins 

Luxury- The Peppertree  

Day 4: Marlborough – Marahau (2 hours 30 minutes’ drive) 

Wake up either in Blenheim or in the Marlborough Sounds and make your way to 

Marahau at the base of the Abel Tasman National Park. Grab breakfast along the 

way in Havelock or make your own. Arrive in Nelson around lunchtime. Then get 

a drink at The Free house- A craft beer pub in a small converted church. Or order 

some Indian from the Indian Café across the road and either dine in or take your 

food back to the Free house. Another eatery option is East Street vegetarian café. 

Or, Falafel Gourmet for Mediterranean kebabs!  

Walk up the church steps at the bottom of Trafalgar Square to see a panoramic 

view of the city. Then for an even better walk head to the Centre of NZ- A short 

30-minute walk up a small hill with great views over the Tasman bay. Decide if 

you need supplies from the supermarket.  

On your way stop in Mapua for a nice stroll around the little seaside village. Grab 

an ice cream or just enjoy wandering around the boutique shops. Then drive out 

to Kaiteriteri- a picture-perfect seaside town. Park the car and stroll along the 

beach and if the weather is nice, have a swim! Check out the short lookout 

walkway over in Little Kaiteriteri for a beautiful photo. If you are hungry have a 

giant burger from Gone Burger or grab a real fruit ice cream from the store.  

Then take the windy road to Marahau and head to your accommodation. Park up 

and take a short walk into the beginning of the Abel Tasman National Park. It 

won’t take long (under 20 minutes) to reach a beautiful golden sandy beach but 

walk as long as you like through the beautiful beech forest. Head back to your 

accommodation and either cook your own food or have a giant gourmet burger 

from Fat Tui or dine at The Park café or Hooked on Marahau.   

Marahau accommodation options:  
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Camping & budget: The Barn  

Mid Range- Buena Vista Apartment  

Luxury- Serenity Lodge  

Day 5: Abel Tasman – Nelson Lakes (1 hour 45 minutes’ drive) 

Start the day by doing a half-day adventure in the Abel Tasman National Park! If 

you are keen to walk 3-4 hours (11.4km) catch a scenic 9 am water taxi to 

Anchorage Bay. The cost is $40 (at time of writing) and book this at your 

accommodation provider or via Aqua Taxi website. Park your car at Abel Tasman 

Aqua Taxi. Be sure to stop at Apple Tree Bay for a scenic early lunch spot.  

Alternatively, instead of a water taxi and walk option take a half-day kayak trip or 

scenic boat cruise. For a kayak trip try the half-day blast with Marahau Sea 

Kayaks. The kayak section of the tour is guided and starts around 8.30 am. It 

takes you to Observation beach (just south of Anchorage bay) and then involves 

catching a water taxi back to Marahau in time for a late lunch ($155 at the time of 

writing).  

For a scenic boat cruise. Take the scenic cruise with Aqua Taxi. It departs at 9 am 

and takes 3 hours. Taking you all the way to the most Northern water taxi point 

of the park Totaranui beach and back to Marahau. ($85 at time of writing).   

Arrive back in Marahau at around 1.30 pm no matter what tour you take and 

begin your drive to the Nelson Lakes. Make sure you take the Marahau Hill drive 

and miss driving through Kaiteriteri as this is a quicker option. If you are cooking 

tonight grab supplies in Motueka. Along the way take the scenic drive down the 

Moutere Highway and snap a photo with New Zealand’s oldest pub, The Moutere 

Inn. Also, stop in at one of the many nearby wineries (I suggest Neudorf and 

Moutere Hills) for a tasting if you like!  

Arrive in St Arnaud around 5pm. Head down to Lake Rotoiti waterfront and take 

a stroll around or do one of the short walks. Definitely walk onto the jetty to see 

the eels and take a photo! Stay the night at Kerr bay camping ground or back in 
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St Arnaud. For dinner have fish and chips, cook for yourself or pop into the Alpine 

Lodge.  

Accommodation in Nelson Lakes:  

Camping- Kerr Bay or West Bay 

Mid Range- Alpine Lodge   

Luxury- St Arnaud House  

Day 6: Nelson Lakes – Greymouth (2 hours 45 minutes’ drive)  

Start the day by taking a walking adventure around Lake Rotoiti. Try the Mount 

Robert circuit (5 hours). Or, the Brunner Peninsula walk (1 hour) or any of the 

other short walking options that suit. Then enjoy sitting down by driving to 

Greymouth. Stop along the way at the Buller Gorge swing bridge- NZ’s highest 

swing bridge. It is suspended 19 meters above the Buller river and is 110 Meters 

long. The cost is $10.  

Arrive in Greymouth mid-late afternoon. If you took the shorter walking option at 

Lake Rotoiti then drive north (another 35 minutes) and check out Punakaiki 

Pancake Rocks. Then, wander along the Greymouth Floodwall walk to see the 

memorial, information signs and other historical points. Lastly, head into 

Monteith’s Brewery for dinner.  

Accommodation in Greymouth:  

Camping- Kiwi Holiday Park 

Budget-  Noah’s Ark Backpackers 

Mid Range- Greymouth Motel  

Luxury- Luxury Seaview Apartments  

Day 7: Greymouth – Fox Glacier (2 hours 30 minutes’ drive) 
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Today you are going to see many iconic spots along the West Coast! Enjoy 

breakfast in Greymouth (try DP1 café) and head south to Hokitika. Remember to 

get supplies in Greymouth for dinner if you are cooking and for tomorrow during 

your Haast Pass trip.  

Once you arrive in Hokitika, park up and wander to the beachfront. Take a stroll 

along the waterfront and take a photo with the Hokitika driftwood sign. Then 

head into Hokitika Gorge (30 minutes’ drive) and take the short 10-minute stroll 

to the swing bridge and lookout point to enjoy the turquoise blue water. 

Remember the camera! Head back into Hokitika, grab some lunch (try Fat Pipi 

Pizza) and continue your journey south.  

Stop in Franz Josef township. You have a few options here. Either, hike to the 

glacier (1.5 hours return), check out the West Coast Wildlife Centre or soak in the 

glacier hot pools! Then drive to Fox Glacier township.   

If it is a good day, I highly recommend driving to Lake Matheson (5 minutes 

towards the coast from Fox glacier township) and trying to take a photo of the 

reflection of Mt Cook in the lake. The walk is a 2.6km loop track taking under 1 

hour 30 mins.  

If you are not keen on this then head straight to Gillespie's beach campsite (if you 

are camping) as it is a popular spot with only 8 sites! Otherwise, head straight to 

your accommodation in Fox Glacier township.  

Accommodation in Fox Glacier:  

Camping- Gillespies Beach Campsite  

Budget- Fox Glacier Top 10 Holiday Park & Motels  

Mid Range- Sunset Motel  

Luxury- Distinction Fox Glacier Te Weheka Hotel 

Day 8: Fox Glacier- Wanaka (3 hours 15 minutes’ drive) 
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Today is all about the Haast Pass! Take your time and enjoy at all of the stops. I 

suggest stopping at Roaring Billy Falls, Thunder Creek, Fantail Falls and Blue 

Pools (only if there hasn’t been heavy rain). Take the road all the way into 

Wanaka. When you arrive in Wanaka if you feel like it, wander along the 

waterfront and grab dinner (try WGK) or head straight to your accommodation.   

Accommodation in Wanaka:  

Camping- Albert Town or Glendhu Bay Motor Camp  

Budget- Base Backpackers  

Mid Range- Lakeview Motel  

Luxury- Oasis Yurt Lodge Wanaka 

Day 9: Wanaka – Tekapo via Mount Cook village (3 hours 45 

minutes’ drive)  

Wake up in the beautiful alpine town. If you didn’t yesterday wander along the 

waterfront and take a photo with #thatwanaka tree. Grab breakfast (try Dripping 

Bowl or Kai Pai bakery) and decide if you want to take a walk up Mount Iron (1 

hour 30 minutes), visit the Lavender Farm or Puzzle World. After your activity of 

choice, begin the drive to Lake Tekapo!  

Grab lunch in Twizel along the way (try the Musterers Hut and café) or have a 

picnic in the beautiful little town. Then take the scenic detour to Mount Cook 

village. When you arrive in Mount Cook Village head into the Sir Edmund Hillary 

centre to learn about Sir Ed’s explorations as well as Mount Cooks transport, 

climbing and hotel history. Then embark on a short walk from the White Horse 

Hill campground (if you are a runner, complete the Hooker Valley track – 10km 

return). Then, enjoy the scenic drive to Lake Tekapo.  

When you arrive in Lake Tekapo you will likely be tired! There is nothing better to 

do than take a soak at Tekapo Hot Springs ($27 adult). Pair it with a stargazing 
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experience if you can! Cook your own dinner and get supplies from the Four 

Square or try one of the restaurants (Kohan has delicious Japanese food).    

Accommodation in Tekapo:  

Camping - Lake Tekapo Motels and Holiday Park  

Budget- YHA Lake Tekapo  

Mid Range- Lake Tekapo Cottages  

Luxury- Peppers Bluewater Resort  

Day 10: Tekapo – Christchurch (3 hours 35 minutes’ drive)  

Begin the day in Tekapo by grabbing a coffee and taking a stroll along the 

waterfront. Head all the way down to the Church of the Good Shepherd for a 

photo. Alternatively, hike up Mount John (45 minutes one way). Then, either go 

back into the hot pools for a soak or begin the scenic drive via the Rakia Gorge to 

Christchurch. Make sure to stop in Fairlie for lunch for a famous Fairlie 

Bakehouse pie!   

If it is winter, skip all of the above and try a half-day skiing experience at 

Roundhill or Mount Dobson! Both ski fields cater to all ability levels and have 

rentals on site. Or go ice skating or snow tubing at Tekapo Springs. Then take the 

scenic route back to Christchurch via the Rakaia Gorge. Stopping in Fairlie for a 

famous Fairlie Bakehouse Pie.  

That’s your trip done!  

14 day  
Day 1: Christchurch – Tekapo (3 hours 35 minutes’ drive) 

Arrive in Christchurch to start your day in the South Islands biggest city. Drive 

into the CBD (park your car at The Crossing) to experience the fascinating 

earthquake rebuild and admire the cutting-edge architecture and quirky 
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eateries. Pop into Little High and Riverside Market for a coffee and bite to eat. 

Then begin the scenic drive via Rakia Gorge to Tekapo.  

Stop in Fairlie for a late lunch and indulge in a delicious Fairlie Bakehouse pie. 

Continue the drive to Tekapo. When you arrive pick one of the following options: 

Stroll along the waterfront and soak up the sights. Head all the way down to the 

Church of the Good Shepherd for a photo. Alternatively, hike up Mount John (45 

minutes one way).  

With either option, you should have time to finish the day with a soak in the hot 

pools ($27 adult)! Grab supplies from the Four Square for a packed lunch 

tomorrow.  

Accommodation in Tekapo:  

Camping - Lake Tekapo Motels and Holiday Park  

Budget- YHA Lake Tekapo  

Mid Range- Lake Tekapo Cottages  

Luxury- Peppers Bluewater Resort  

Day 2: Tekapo – Queenstown via Mount Cook (4 hours 30 minutes’ 

drive)   

Leave Tekapo relatively early and make your way to Mount Cook. On your way in 

or out be sure to stop at the Lavender Farm for a look around. In Mount Cook 

village decide if you would like to explore the Sir Edmund Hilary centre and take 

a short walk from White Horse Hill campground or take a longer walk to Sealy 

Tarns (3-4-hour return) or Hooker Valley (3-hour return). Enjoy a packed lunch!  

Then begin the long but scenic drive to Queenstown. You should arrive in 

Queenstown early evening. Grab a delicious gourmet Fergburger for dinner 

(book online for faster service). Then head to the Onsen hot pools (luxury) or 

wander around the town and check out the nightlife.   
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Accommodation in Queenstown: 

Camping- 12 Mile Delta  

Budget- Black Sheep Backpackers  

Mid Range- Queenstown Lakeview Holiday Park  

Luxury- Hulbert House Queenstown 

Day 3: Queenstown – Milford Sound (4 hours 15 minutes’ drive + extra 

depending on where you stay)  

This is a big day full of scenic driving! If you didn’t see the waterfront yesterday, 

wander down for an early breakfast and soak up the sights. Then, begin the drive 

to the world-renown Milford Sound! Grab some food in Te Anau or pack a lunch 

(if you are camping tonight grab supplies here). Then begin the drive.   

Take in all the best stops along the Milford Road including Mirror Lakes, Falls 

Creek, The Chasm and when you arrive in Milford Sound head to the Milford 

Swing for a photo (remember the insect repellent!). Then head to your 

accommodation.  

If you have booked an afternoon cruise you might have to skip some of the 

sights. If you have booked one, take your afternoon (or even overnight) cruise 

and then head to your accommodation. Bliss!  

Accommodation in Milford Sound:  

There is only one accommodation option, The Milford Lodge. They have riverside 

chalets, mountain view chalets and a beautiful rainforest campervan park for 

caravans! Otherwise, camp at one of the DOC campgrounds along the way. If 

worse comes to worst, you will have to head back and stay in Te Anau (1.5 hours’ 

drive from Milford Sound).  

Day 4: Milford Sound – Manapouri (1 hour 40 minutes’ drive)  
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If you didn’t do a cruise yesterday and are staying in Milford Sound, now is your 

chance! After your cruise is done, drive to Manapouri.  

Otherwise, begin your day driving back along the Milford Road and take in any of 

the sights you didn’t do yesterday. Hike one of the short walks if you are keen. Try 

Lake Marion – A 3-hour return hike to a beautiful alpine lake. Or try Key Summit – 

A beautiful 3-hour return walk along some of the Routeburn track. Then drive 

into the lakeside town Manapouri.  

If you are not taking a cruise or doing a walk, then this is a really cruisy day for 

you. Perhaps try a horse trekking experience in Te Anau or, take a stroll along the 

lake edge. Then head into Manapouri.  

In Manapouri, there is a lot of sight-seeing to be done! It is a tranquil town to 

soak up mountain views. Head to your accommodation and wander around the 

place. Take a stroll along some of the Fraser Beach Reserve Cycle or walkway. 

Have dinner at your accommodation or eat out (try The Church).  

Accommodation in Manapouri:  

Camping and budget- Manapōuri Motels and Holiday Park 

Middle Range- Manapouri Lakeview Motor Inn 

Luxury- Cabot Lodge  

Day 5: Manapouri- Stewart Island (2 hours’ drive)  

Today is all about getting to Stewart Island to make the most of your time there! 

Try and book a late morning Ferry from Bluff (around $89 per adult one way) or 

plane flight from Invercargill (slightly more expensive but sometimes there are 

good deals). Once you have arrived in Stewart Island there are plenty of options 

for you! If you go for a hiking option, make sure you grab supplies from the Four 

Square.   

Option 1) Hike some of the Rakuria Track Great Walk – The entire track is a 2-3 

day 32km loop so you won’t be able to do the entire thing. However, you could 
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walk into Port William Hut for an 8km walk and stay the night, return the same 

way back the next day. Or alternatively, start at Fern Gully road end and hike 

11km into North Arm Hut. The next day return the same way. Then, have a drink 

at the pub in Oban and catch your ferry or flight back to the mainland. Book the 

huts in advance on the DOC website.  

Option 2) Grab a charter flight to Mason’s Bay for the night. It is home to the 

largest known population of Rakiura Tokoeka. The flight lands on the beautiful 

dune and tussock filled beach. Stay the night in the 20- bunk hut and venture 

out at night to spot a kiwi! Just remember to take a red light torch and a 

windproof jacket!  

Option 3) Hang around Oban. Drop your bags at your accommodation and then 

take a leisurely walk of your choosing. Try the Fuchsia and Raroa walks (1 hr 

return from the visitor centre) or Horseshoe Point track (3-4 hours return from 

the visitor centre). When you get back either head straight to the pub for a 

beverage or check out the museum (or both). If you are close by the rugby field 

at night pop down for a stroll as Kiwis have been spotted there!  

Option 4) Drop your bags and head straight to Ulva Island via ferry ($20 return 

adult) and explore the beautiful pest-free sanctuary. There are many departure 

times from Golden Bay (1km from Oban) and no bookings are required. Then 

head into the pub for a drink! If you are close by the rugby field at night pop 

down for a stroll as Kiwis have been spotted there! 

Accommodation in Stewart Island:  

Camping and budget- Stewart Island Backpackers  

Mid Range- South Sea Hotel  

Luxury- Anchorstone  

Day 6: Stewart Island – The Catlins (1 hour 30 minutes’ drive)  
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Today is all about getting to the Catlins! Whatever option you chose yesterday it 

is likely you will need to take a mid-day- early afternoon flight or ferry option. 

When you arrive in Bluff (if you caught the ferry) head to Stirling Point to take the 

iconic photo of the world signpost. Then begin your journey into the Catlins. 

Make the detour into Invercargill and grab supplies for the night as you won’t 

find anywhere to eat in the Catlins!  

Along the drive head to Slope Point- The Southernmost point in the South Island. 

If you don’t take the short walk to the lighthouse the drive is worth it to admire 

the unique trees that are permanently bent from the wind. The next stop is Curio 

Bay to check out the petrified forest. It is likely you will be tired, so this is a 

perfect place to stay the night. Hopefully, you will see dolphins swimming in the 

bay!  

Accommodation in Curio Bay:  

Camping- Tumo Toka Curioscape Campground  

Mid Range- Curio Bay Seaside Accommodation (Book on Holiday Houses) 

Day 7: The Catlins – Wanaka (3 hours’ drive)  

Get up nice and early and continue exploring the Catlins!  

The first stop on the list is Cathedral Caves (if the tide is right, it must be low 

tide). The walk takes 1-hour return, not including time spent exploring. Then take 

a stop at the Lost Gypsy Caravan and explore the quirky little nick-knacks. If you 

feel like a coffee grab one from the cart. Then continue onto Purakanui Falls and 

take a photo with NZ’s most photographed waterfall! Lastly, finish your journey in 

the Catlins by walking to Nugget Point lighthouse (30-minute return). Now make 

your way to Wanaka!  

When you arrive in Wanaka take a drive down to the waterfront and wander to 

#thatwanakatree. If you have time, take a stroll around Mount Iron (1.5-hour loop 

track) for beautiful views over the area. Then have a picnic dinner on the 

waterfront or stop at one of the nearby restaurants.  
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Accommodation in Wanaka:  

Camping- Albert Town or Glendhu Bay Motor Camp  

Budget- Base Backpackers  

Mid Range- Lakeview Motel  

Luxury- Oasis Yurt Lodge Wanaka 

Day 8: Wanaka – Franz Josef Glacier (3 hours 30 minutes’ drive)  

Today is all about exploring the Haast Pass! Get up early and grab breakfast in 

Wanaka (try Dripping Bowl or Kai Pai bakery) then begin the journey to the 

breathtaking Pass. Take your time and enjoy at all of the stops. I suggest 

stopping at Roaring Billy Falls, Thunder Creek, Fantail Falls and Blue Pools (only if 

there hasn’t been heavy rain). 

Once you arrive in Franz Josef you have a few options. Either, hike to the glacier 

(1.5 hours return), check out the West Coast Wildlife Centre or soak in the glacier 

hot pools! Have dinner in town or cook your own.  

Accommodation in Franz Josef Glacier: 

Camping-  If you can I highly recommend camping out at Okarito campground 

otherwise try Rainforest Holiday Park.  

Mid Range- 10 Cottages  

Luxury- Rainforest Retreat or Franz Josef Oasis 

Day 9: Franz Josef – Nelson Lakes (5 hours 30 minutes’ drive) 

This is the biggest drive of the trip. You really only have time for a couple of major 

stops today so make sure they are the best! But of course, this is an incredibly 

scenic drive so take your time and enjoy the lookout points. Get up early and 

have breakfast then begin your journey. If you didn’t see the Blue Pools 

yesterday, then you will want to head into Hokitika Gorge (1-hour return to 
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Hokitika). The walk is 10-20 minutes to beautiful blue turquoise water. Grab 

supplies you need in Hokitika.  

Otherwise, stop in Hokitika and take an iconic photo with the driftwood sign on 

the main beach. Grab the supplies you need for tonight. Then, stop in at the 

Brunner Mine site just north of Greymouth. Soak up the interactive displays and 

learn a thing or two about the Brunner mine, one of New Zealand’s oldest 

industrial sites where coal was mined, and firebricks and other products were 

manufactured. Take as long or short as you like exploring. 

Arrive in Nelson Lakes and wander to the Lake Rotoiti beachfront. Have a look at 

the jetty and spot some eels. That’s you done for the day! Stay the night at Kerr 

Bay, West Bay or St Arnaud. Grab fish and chips for dinner, cook for yourself or 

pop into the Alpine Lodge. 

Accommodation in Nelson Lakes:  

Camping- Kerr Bay or West Bay 

Mid Range- Alpine Lodge   

Luxury- St Arnaud House  

Day 10: Nelson Lakes – Abel Tasman National Park (1 hour 45 

minutes’ drive)  

Start the day by taking a walking adventure around Lake Rotoiti. Try the Mount 

Robert circuit (5 hours and get up early to do this). Or, the Brunner Peninsula 

walk (1 hour) or any of the other short walking options that suit. 

Arrive in Nelson around lunchtime- late lunch. Grab a drink at The Free house- A 

craft beer pub in a small converted church. Order some Indian from the Indian 

Café across the road and either dine in or take your food back to the Free house. 

Another eatery option is East Street vegetarian café. Or, Falafel Gourmet for 

Mediterranean kebabs! Walk up the church steps at the bottom of Trafalgar 

Square to see a panoramic view of the city. Then if you didn’t do Mount Robert 
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circuit head to the Centre of NZ- A short 30-minute walk up a small hill with 

great views over the Tasman bay. Decide if you need supplies from the 

supermarket.  

Drive to Marahau via Kaiteriteri- a picture-perfect seaside town. Park the car and 

stroll along the beach and if the weather is nice, have a swim! Check out the 

short lookout walkway over in Little Kaiteriteri for a beautiful photo. If you are 

hungry have a giant burger from Gone Burger or grab a real fruit ice cream from 

the store. Then head into your accommodation in Marahau.  

Marahau accommodation options:  

Camping & budget: The Barn  

Mid Range- Buena Vista Apartment  

Luxury- Serenity Lodge  

Day 11: Abel Tasman – Blenheim (2 hours 45 minutes’ drive)  

Start the day by doing a half-day adventure in the Abel Tasman National Park! If 

you are keen to walk 3-4 hours (11.4km) catch a scenic 9 am water taxi to 

Anchorage Bay. The cost is $40 (at time of writing) and book this at your 

accommodation provider or via the Aqua Taxi website. Park your car at Abel 

Tasman Aqua Taxi. Be sure to stop at Apple Tree Bay for a scenic early lunch spot.  

Alternatively, instead of a water taxi and walk option take a half-day kayak trip or 

scenic boat cruise. For a kayak trip try the half-day blast with Marahau Sea 

Kayaks. The kayak section of the tour is guided and starts around 8.30 am. It 

takes you to Observation beach (just south of Anchorage bay) and then involves 

catching a water taxi back to Marahau in time for a late lunch ($155 at the time of 

writing).  

For a scenic boat cruise. Take the scenic cruise with Aqua Taxi. It departs at 9 am 

and takes 3 hours. Taking you all the way to the most Northern water taxi point 

of the park Totaranui beach and back to Marahau. ($85 at time of writing).   
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Arrive back in Marahau at around 1.30 pm no matter what tour you take and 

begin your drive to Blenheim. Make sure you take the Marahau Hill drive and 

miss driving through Kaiteriteri as this is a quicker option. Along the drive pop 

into the beautiful seaside town of Mapua for some fish and chips, a beer from 

Golden Bear brewery or a coffee.  

Arrive in Blenheim in the late afternoon. Either head straight to your 

accommodation via the supermarket for a chilled night. Or, pop into the Dodson 

Street beer garden for some dinner and a drink in a relaxed atmosphere 

Blenheim accommodation options:  

(If you do the wine tour you will be staying 2 nights at this accommodation) 

Camping & budget- Blenheim Top 10 Holiday Park  

Mid Range- Marlborough Wine Barrel Cabins 

Luxury- The Peppertree  

Day 12: Renwick wineries or drive to Marlborough Sounds (40 

minutes’ drive through Havelock)   

Start the day by making your own breakfast or heading into town for a bite to eat 

(try CBD eatery). Wait at your accommodation to be picked up by Jo or Steve 

from Renwick Wine Tours by Bike. They will let you know all about the wineries 

to visit and where to go for lunch. They will also drop you back at your 

accommodation at whatever time you picked. Dinner is up to you! Takeaway, in 

town (try Mango for Indian) or cook your own.   

If you are not keen on exploring the wineries, then today you will head into the 

Marlborough Sounds. It takes 30 minutes to drive into Picton. Grab a coffee and 

wander around the Foreshore and marina, even pop into the Edwin Fox Museum.  

If you feel like a walk, try the Tirohanga track (1-2 hours) for panoramic views over 

Picton. Make sure you have supplies for dinner if your accommodation provider 

doesn’t have any options.  
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Take the scenic Queen Charlotte Drive to Anakiwa and enjoy the beautiful village, 

even walk some of the Queen Charlotte track (walk to Davies Bay, 1.5-hour 

return). Then drive back to your accommodation along the Queen Charlotte 

Drive/Anakiwa. A cruisy day!  

Queen Charlotte drive accommodation:  

Camping- Aussie Bay, Momorangi Bay or if Self-contained try Anakiwa village 

green.   

Budget- Smiths Farm Holiday Park  

Mid Range- Waterfront Bed and Breakfast  

Luxury- The Sounds Retreat  

Day 13: Marlborough – Kaikoura (2 hours’ drive)  

If you did the wine tour yesterday, then today is your day to head into the 

Marlborough Sounds. Drive into Picton for a walk around the Foreshore and 

marina. Now you have a couple of options: 

Option 1) Journey along the Queen Charlotte Drive all the way to Anakiwa, if you 

feel like a walk head into Davies Bay (1.5-hour return) or just admire the village. 

Then drive all the way back into Picton. Grab a bite to eat or begin the drive to 

Kaikoura! Once in Kaikoura head to your accommodation then wander down the 

town centre and waterfront to find some dinner or simply for a scenic stroll. Try 

some home-made ice cream from Poppy’s and if the museum is open pop in for 

a look!  

Option 2) Take an unforgettable cruise into the Queen Charlotte Sound- (I 

suggest Lochmara Lodge tours or the Mail Boat from $80+). Then, drive to 

Kaikoura. Once in Kaikoura head to your accommodation and then wander down 

the town centre and waterfront to find some dinner or simply for a scenic stroll. 

Try some home-made ice cream from Poppy’s and if the museum is open pop in 

for a look! 
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If you did not do the wine tour yesterday, then either: 

Option 1) Enjoy a leisurely morning. Walk some of The Link Pathway and make 

your way back into Picton for a bite to eat. Then head south into Kaikoura. Take it 

easy when you arrive and wander around the town and waterfront. Try some 

home-made ice cream from Poppy’s and if the museum is open pop in for a look! 

If you have time walk some of the Peninsula walk and spot the seals (walk as 

long as you like, or 3 hours return). Then, head grab some dinner or head to the 

supermarket and make your own.  

Or option 2) Take an unforgettable cruise- (I suggest Lochmara Lodge tours or 

the Mail Boat, $80+). Then, drive to Kaikoura. Once in Kaikoura head to your 

accommodation then wander down the town centre and waterfront to find 

some dinner or simply for a scenic stroll. Try some home-made ice cream from 

Poppy’s and if the museum is open pop in for a look!  

Kaikoura accommodation:  

Camping- Kaikoura Top 10 Holiday Park or if self-contained try Jimmy Armers 

Beach.  

Budget- Dusky Lodge and Backpackers  

Mid Range- Sierra Beachfront Motel 

Luxury- Hapuku Lodge + Tree Houses  

Day 14: Kaikoura- Christchurch (2 hours 30 minutes’ drive)  

This morning try an epic whale watching experience! Either by plane (try Wings 

over Whales from $180) or boat (try Whale Watch Kaikoura from adult $150). The 

boat tour takes around 3 hours and the scenic flights are shorter at around 30 

minutes. You will want to take the earliest departure if doing the boat option. You 

also have the option of doing a half-day kayak tour with Kaikoura Kayaks (from 

$120 adult). Drive to Christchurch to finish your trip!  
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If you don’t take a tour, then walk around the peninsula walk to see seals (if you 

didn’t yesterday. Walk as long as you like or take the 3-hour return walk). Then 

when you arrive in Christchurch check out the beautiful coastal village of 

Sumner and walk along the beach. If you have the time head over to nearby 

Taylors Mistake and do some or all of the Awaroa/Godley Head coastal walking 

trail (3 hours return).  

That’s your trip done!  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